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BATTLE  OVER  HOUSING 
TAKES  A TOLL 

SOUTH  VAN  NESS  APARTMENT  COMPLEX 
WINS  SUPPORT  BUT  BITTER  FIGHT  CONTINUES 


by  Victor  Miller 

O n November  30  the  San  Francis- 
co Planning  Commission  gave  its  unani- 
mous approval  to  plans  by  the  non-profit 
Mission  Housing  Development  Corpora- 
tion (MHDC)  to  build  30  units  of  low 
income  housing  on  a vacant  lot  at  the 
corner  of  21st  and  South  Van  Ness.  Op- 
ponents of  the  housing,  mostly  neighbor- 
ing property  owners  in  a loose  alliance 
called  the  South  Van  Ness  Corridor  As- 
sociation (SVNCA),  are  almost  most  cer- 
tain to  carry  the  matter  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  have  already  spent  more 
than  $20,000  on  attorney’s  fees  in 
preparation  for  a lawsuit. 

The  fight  over  this  development, 
which  has  gone  on  for  over  a year,  has 
been  one  of  unprecedented  ugliness.  Op- 
ponents have  been  vilified  as  racists  and 
MHDC  has  been  accused  of  "destroying 
the  American  dream".  Such  vituperance 
has  created  an  atmosphere  of  suspicion 
and  distrust  in  which  a reasonable  settle- 
ment of  differences  is  less  and  less  likely, 
even  though  that  appears  to  be,  what  all 
but  a few  of  those  involved  want. 

The  proposed  housing,  referred  to  by 
its  street  address  1010  South  Van  Ness 
would  not  only  include  four  bedroom 
apartments  renting  at  an  unheard  of  $241 
to  $422  a month  but  would  also  include  10 
units  reserved  for  families  in  which  one 
member  had  AIDS.  The  apartments’  four 
story,  46  foot  height  and  what  opponents 
call  the  massiveness  of  the  building’s 
design  have  been  two  unresolved  issues 
but  by  far  the  most  difficult  problem  to 
deal  with  has  been  that  of  density. 

Mission  Housing  has  stated  that  30 
units  (81  bedrooms), is  the  absolute  mini- 
mum number  it  can  build  to  make  the  cost 
per  unit  low  enough  to  meet  federal  fund- 
ing requirements.  Mailings  sent  out  by  the 


South  Van  Ness  Corridor  Association 
claim  this  will  translate  into  192  new  resi- 
dents, (Mission  Housing  says  113)  and 
change  the  character  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. They  see  Mission  Housing’s  unwill- 
ingness to  reduce  the  number  of  units  as 
arrogance.  They’ve  left  us  no  option  but 
to  fight  them  all  the  way.",  said  opposition 
leader  Jim  Tyler. 

Daniel  Hernandez,  MHDC’s  execu- 
tive director  sees  it  differently,  "Had  we 
played  the  game  every  other  developer  in 
town  plays  and  said  we  wanted  forty  units 
when  we  knew  we  only  planned  to  build 
thirty  and  then  negotiated  down,  it  would 
be  all  over  by  now." 

The  situation  remains  extremely 
volatile.  In  a letter  to  the  planning  com- 
mission dated  November,  15,  1995,  Jim 
Tyler  stated  "I  reiterate  - again  - our  con- 
tention that  there  is  still  room  for  com- 
promise. We  do  not  even  rule  out  the 
possibility  that  30  units  might  still  be 
tolerable,  IF  this  business  of  "massing"  ran 
be  handled  in  a different  way."  Hernan- 
dez said  this  would  make  it  possible  "to 
work  together  to  resolve  some  of  the  jg 
broader  issues."  But  the  day  after  Tyler’s  & 
letter  went  out,  the  SVNCA  sent  out  a Si 
mailing  requesting  donations  for  attorney  r3 
fees  for  the  anticipated  lawsuit  which  the  ® 
mailer  claimed  was,  "unfortunately,  the  -0 
only  thing  the  City  or  MHDC  paid  any  | 
attention  to."  Things  are  far  from  over.  ^ 
Part  of  the  problem  lies  with  the  sheer 
viciousness  with  which  this  whole  con- 
troversy has  evolved  and  the  inability  of 
either  side  or  any  third  party  to  restrain 
extremists  who  have  tainted  things  every 
step  of  the  way. 

A KNEE  JERK  LITIGATOR 

Building  design  and  size,  rear  yard  set- 
backs and  open  space  are  typical  points  of 
contention  in  neighborhood  disputes. 


Things  often  get  heated  in  these  tussles 
but  the  usually  stay  focused,  with  1010 
South  Van  Ness  things  got  unfocused 
right  away. 

At  a community  meeting  on  August 
9th  1994  when  the  development  was  first 
unveiled  to  the  public,  a woman  put  up  a 


by  Kurt  Bier 

On  November  28,  San  Francisco 
police  battered  down  the  door  of  an  aban- 
doned apartment  building  at  17th  and 
Capp  Streets,  turning  out  the  7 activists 
from  Homes  Not  Jails  who  had  squatted 
the  property.  The  protesters  had  settled 
in  the  upstairs  unit  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 
Six  members  of  the  group  were  cited  for 


large  sign  asking  for  contributions  to  pay 
for  a lawsuit  to  fight  the  project,  before 
the  meeting  even  started.  She  has  since 
moved  to  Arizona.  One  of  the  first 
speakers  from  the  neighborhood 
denounced  opponents  of  the  apartments 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  FOUR 


trespassing  and  delaying  a police  officer, 
and  were  then  let  go.  One,  who  identified 
himself  only  as  Frank  Jordan,  was  jailed 
pending  the  results  of  an  investigation  into 
his  true  identity. 

Homes  Not  Jails  is  a tenants  rights 
organization  dedicated  to  converting 
vacant  housing  to  housing  for  the  home- 
less. The  squatters  had  hoped  to  force  the 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  FOUR 


ACTIVISTS  OUSTED  FROM 
CAPP  ST.  TAKEOVER 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Dear  Editor, 

Regarding  our  upcoming  election 
what  is  questioning,  frightening,  and 
ready  for  debate  are  Frank  Jordan’s  out- 
right fabrications  of  his  record. 

Last  Tuesday,  after  visiting  our  great- 
aunt  in  the  Outer  Richmond  District,  my 
wife  and  I took  the  #31  trolley  bus  to  San 
Francisco  Center  on  Market  Street. 
From  Eddy  St.  and  Leavenworth  St.  to 
Eddy  St.  and  Mason  St.  (only  three 
blocks)  there  were  well  over  50  loiterers 
on  the  sidewalks.  (This  is  not  counting  the 
people  in  the  park.)  We  observed  several 
drug  sales,  a fist  fight,  a pick  pocket, 
people  sleeping  on  the  hoods  of  cars,  and 
on  the  sidewalks.  There  were  people 
blocking  doors,  urinating,  and  hollering 
their  heads  off.  Most  pedestrians  were 
walking  in  the  street. 

I have  told  Jordan  supporters  about 
this  bedlam.  They  do  not  deny  that  it  is 
happening.  Most  of  his  supporters  give  a 
standard  answer:  Give  him  time.  He  has 
only  been  in  office  for  four  years."  HOW 
MUCH  TIME  DOES  ONE  IN 
AUTHORITY  NEED  TO  PICK  UP 
THE  TELEPHONE  AND  TO  TELL 
THE  POLICE  CHIEF  TO  ENFORCE 
THE  LOITERING  AND  DRUG 
TRAFFICKING  STATE  LAWS  THAT 
WE  ALREADY  HAVE  ON  THE 
BOOKS? 

Sincerely, 

Ramier  Penkert 


you  included  our  live  step  plan,  and  the 
information  that,  while  we  teach  defense 
which  can  be  violent,  our  focus  is  on  posi- 
tive growth,  (mental  and  physical). 

Once  again  thank  you  very  much  for 
the  article,  the  time  Ms.  Neal  spent  inter- 
viewing me,  and  the  time  she  spent  watch- 
ing an  actual  class  in  progress.  In  a time 
when  many  martial  arts  and  artists  are 
taking  a beating  from  the  press  it  is  nice  to 
see  and  read  a positive  article  on  the  topic. 

Sincerely,  Gary  Moro,  Sensei 

Yachigusa-Ryu  Jutsu 


Dear  Editor: 

In  my  Frank  Jordan-supporting 
opinion,  the  Police  Officers  Association 
(POA)  endorsement  of  Willie  Brown  is 
the  best  support  they  could  have  given 
Frank  Jordan. 

Speaker  Emeritus  Brown  received  the 
POA’s  undying  devotion  after  promising 
a contract  agreement  that  Mayor  Jordan 
rejected  on  the  grounds  that  The  City 
could  not  afford  it. 

In  further  testament  to  their  integrity, 
the  POA  plans  to  host  a fund-raiser  for 
three  officers  indicted  for  shaking  down 
drug  dealers.  To  his  credit,  and  as  a clear 
reflection  of  the  Jordan  administration’s 
way  of  conduction  itself,  Capt.  (SFPD 
Narcotics  Division)  Greg  Corales,  issued 
a memorandum  disclaiming  any  official 
SFPD  connection  to  the  fundraiser. 


Editor 

On  behalf  of  myself,  my  students,  and 
our  school  I want  to  thank  Bronwyn  Neal 
for  her  article,  {New  Mission  News,  page 
16,  Nov.  1995  issue}.  The  article  was  very 
well  written,  and  we  all  felt  it  highlighted 
the  aspects  of  our  school  we  feel  are  im- 
portant and  that  we  want  our  school  to  be 
known  for.  We  also  appreciated  the  fact 


It  is  clear  to  me  that  Willie  Brown  and 
the  SF  POA  are  a match  made  some- 
where, obviously  not  in  Heaven.  If  in- 
tegrity is  a key  issue  in  this  mayoral 
campaign,  perhaps  we  need  to  look  at  who 
is  endorsing  a candidate  when  we  make 
our  judgement  as  to  who’s  got  it  and  who 
doesn’t. 

Ron  Norlin 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  C alifomia  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may 
meet  your  special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan 
Program  can  help  you  get  a loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially 
for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses 
with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES  / BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency  needs), 

Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
(e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration. 

Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

S 17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000.  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 


Interest  Rate  5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an 
84-month  term,  monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Dank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 


San  Francisco/  Bay  Area: 


415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 
415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


@1 


DANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFOANIA 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 


Established  1937 


Member  FDIC 


reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices, 
LZU  current  rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 

LENDER 


Editor 

I am  writing  to  differ  with  the  New 
Mission  News  endorsement  of  Terence 
H allin  an  for  SF  DA.  In  my  opinion,  Mr. 
Hallinan  is  NOT  qualified  to  be  the  next 
District  Attorney  of  San  Francisco. 
H allin  an’ s sympathies  run  with  drug  ad- 
dicted street  prostitutes  and  their  pimps 
who  car  boost,  burgle,  and  mug  little  old 
ladies  to  get  drugs  when  tricking  gets  a 
little  slow.  Hallinan’s  sympathies  run  with 
the  juvenile  delinquents  who  do  millions 
of  dollars  worth  of  property  damage  every 
year  because  there  is  no  punishment  for 
their  anti-social  behavior.  And, 
Hallinan’s  sympathies  run  with  the  "poor 
hapless  alcoholics"  who  pee,  poop,  and 
puke  all  over  our  streets  on  a daily  basis. 

Terence  Hallinan  has  never 
prosecuted  a violent  felony  case  in  his 
entire  life.  Terence  Hallinan  has  never 
even  prosecuted  a case  period.  As  a life 
long  defender  of  the  poor,  the  helpless, 


and  the  afflicted,  Hallinan  would  be  well 
qualified  to  be  Public  Defender;  but, 
NOT  the  SF  DA.  Fortunately,  Jeff  Brown 
already  does  an  excellent  job  as  the  SF 
Public  Defender. 

My  choice  for  DA  is  Bill  Fazio.  Born 
and  raised  in  San  Francisco,  Fazio  has  20 
years  experience  in  the  SF  DA’s  office 
trying  felony  criminal  cases.  Hallinan  has 
30  years  experience  defending  the  rights 
of  criminals  both  as  a criminal  defense 
attorney  and  a politician.  Hallinan  says 
that  he  will  do  a good  job  if  we  just  give 
him  a chance.  But,  Fazio  already  has  a 20 
year  track  record  of  getting  the  job  done. 

If  Terence  Hallinan  really  wants  to  be 
a District  Attorney,  and  since  he  will  be 
unemployed  soon,  he  may  want  to  apply 
for  a job  with  SF  DA  Bill  Fazio. 

Ethel  Siegel  Newlin 


THE  NEW  MISSION  NEWS 
BIER  LIST 

COMPILED  BY  KURT  BIER 

#5  GOOD  BOOKS 


I like  to  ride  the  BART.  It’s  fun  right 
from  the  get-go:  long  elevators,  special 
access  cards,  little  gates  that  make  a 
sheeeesh  sound  when  they  open  like  in 
Star  Wars,  an  automated  transit  system, 
and  best  of  all,  lots  of  people  in  a little 
space. 

I found  myself  watching  them  the 
other  day.  My  friend  had  scavenged  the 
last  shred  of  newspaper  from  under  the 
seat,  the  business  section  of  course,  and  I 
was  left  to  stare  dumbly  about.  It  can  be 
difficult,  at  times,  to  observe  without  in 
turn  being  observed  observing.  And  it  can 
become  down  right  uncomfortable  to  ob- 
serve that  you  are  being  observed,  or  so  it 
can  seem.  I’ve  always  wondered  about 
that. 

Say  I glance  over  at  Bob  and  Bob  hap- 
pens to  glance  at  me.  I think,  "Hey,  what’s 
he  lookin’  at,"  and  chances  are  he’s  think- 
ing the  same  thing.  And  then  I catch 
Mary’s  eye.  I avert  my  own,  looking  guilty, 
and  then  look  at  Bob  to  see  what  he’s  up 
to.  Mary  sees  me  do  this  and  also  looks  at 
Bob,  wondering  if  maybe  we’re  in  cahoots. 

Bob  notices  Mary  looking  at  him,  and 
then  glances  back  my  way  to  find  me 
watching  him  watch  Mary  watch  him.  It 
builds  up  like  that,  like  a seeing  frenzy.  I 
imagine  everyone  watching  everyone 
watching  everyone  and  so  on,  and  I’m 
afraid  we’ll  disturb  the  time-space  con- 
tinuum or  disappear  into  some  paradoxi- 
cal universe  or  find  ourselves  in  northern 
Idaho,  a result  not  inconsistent  with  the 
theory  of  relativity. 

It  hasn’t  happened  yet,  though,  and  on 
this  particular  day  there  was  little  to  fear. 
Not  one  human  being  spoke  to,  related  to, 
or  acknowledged  another  during  the  en- 
tire trip.  Almost  everyone  was  reading  a 
book.  King,  Grisham,  Lamott,  Dr.  Suess, 


book  worms  the  lot  of  them.  What  could 
possibly  be  interesting  them  so?  I con- 
sulted Modern  Times  Bookstore  to  find 
out.  They  gave  me  a list  of  their  best 
sellers,  the  source  for  this  month’s  list. 

1.  Motorcycle  Diaries,  by  Che 
Guevara.  On  the  road  in  South  America 
two  young  lads  set  out  to  find  themselves, 
and  they  do  - everywhere.  Ribald  and 
riveting,  it  is  a story  of  passions  lost  and 
found,  and  then  lost  again. 

2.  Through  the  Media  Looking  Glass, 
by  Jeff  Cohen  & Norman  Solomon.  Bad 
media!  Bad! 

3.  Best  American  Erotica  1995,  com- 
piled by  Susie  Bright.  Examine  the  trysts 
and  turns  of  our  contemporary  erotic 
landscape. 

4.  Guide  to  Mysterious  San  Francis- 
co, by  Dr.  Weird.  UFO  abductions, 
sunken  treasures,  and  other  odd  trivia. 
Essential  bathroom  reading. 

5.  The  Coming  Plague,  by  Laurie  Gar- 
rett. The  proliferation  of  over-hyped  dis- 
eases is  indeed  frightening. 

6.  The  Essential  Kaballah,  by  Daniel 
Matt.  A great  Christmas  gift  for  your 
born-again  friends. 

7.  Early  Work  1970-1979,  by  Patty 
Smith.  With  forward  by  Joan  Baez. 

8.  Chaos  or  Community,  Holly  Sklar. 
We  seem  to  be  mired  in  both  at  the  mo- 
ment. A great  primer  for  those  uncertain 
where  they  are  or  want  to  be. 

9.  New  Field  guide  to  the  U.S. 
Economy,  Nancy  Folbre.  An  essential  tool 
for  orienting  yourself  in  our  increasingly 
hectic,  eat-and-run  society. 

10.  Beyond  Black  and  White.  And  it’s 
not  gray,  it’s  actually  the  peaceful  coexis- 
tence of  opposites  (paradox  is  all  the  rage 
these  days). 
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REC-PARK 

WRECKS 


You  can  talk  of  MUNI’s  broken 
buses  or  the  DEW’S  potholed  streets. 
You  can  cite  the  Bureau  of  Building 
Inspection’s  harassment  of  homeowners 
and  coddling  of  slumlords.  But  no  City 
department  has  destroyed  more  com- 
munity efforts  than  the  hobbit-hutch  of 
bureaucrats  at  McClaren  Lodge  in  Gold- 
en Gate  Park.  For  my  money,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Recreation  and  Parks  is  the  single 
worst  agency  in  San  Francisco. 

When  dozens  of  neighbors  turned  out 
November  19  to  clean  upMission 
Playground,  they  discovered  that  the  as- 
signed Rec-Park  workers  hadn’t  shown 
up  to  unlock  the  doors.  They  couldn’t  get 
to  the  clean-up  equipment! 

The  story  had  a happy  ending,  for- 
tunately. Organizers  Clif  Cox  of  the 
Mayor’s  Task  Force,  Kathy  Courtney  of 
Safe  Streets,  and  Ernesto  Escalante  of  the 
Spanish  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church 
persevered.  They  got  police  to  open  the 
Rec  Center,  then  called  off-duty  recrea- 
tion workers  to  open  the  office  doors. 
Courtney  brought  paint  from  her  own 
supply. 

The  Burger  Joint  and  El  Faro 
provided  food;  everyone  worked  hard. 
The  young  volunteers  picked  up  100’s  of 
bags  of  trash,  it  was  so  clean  it  looked  like 
a giant  vacuum  cleaner  had  been  through. 
But  is  it  too  much  to  ask  the  Department 
just  to  show  up?  In  my  experience,  you’re 
often  better  off  if  they  don’t.  The 


bureaucracy  has  an  open  hostility  to  work- 
ing with  volunteers  and  community 
groups. 

When  1 helped  pull  together  a Rec 
program  at  Bryant  School,  one  higher-up 
told  me  Rec-Park  didn’t  work  with  volun- 
teers.  "We’ll  run  our  program,  and  you 

Mary  Burns  is  long,  long 
overdue  for  retirement  San 
Francisco’s  parks  and  people 
deserve  better. 


can  bring  the  volunteers  other  times,"  he 
advised.  We  each  had  to  fill  out  an  ap- 
plication, undergo  a background  check 
and  be  fingerprinted,  in  an  effort  to  deter 
child  molesters. 

The  Department  wouldn’t  simplify  the 
process  by  coming  out  to  fingerprint  us. 
We  had  to  go  to  McClaren  on  our  own 
time,  during  work  hours,  just  to  be  able  to 
help  our  own  kids!  After  the  Bryant 
group  won  funding  to  pay  for  Rec  direc- 
tors, the  Department  stalled,  doing  noth- 
ing to  get  the  required  School  district 
permits  to  use  the  yard.  I had  to  go  to 
McClaren  for  the  signatures  of  Rec-Park 
bureaucrats,  then  down  to  the  school 
board  to  get  District  signatures,  only  suc- 
ceeding because  Assistant  Superinten- 
dant  Linda  Davis  took  an  interest. 

Even  then,  they  delayed  sending  out 
staff,  causing  us  to  miss  the  deadline  for 
hiring  Horizons  Unlimited  youth 
workers.  When  Rec-Park  Supervisor 
Frank  Casinelli  finally  sent  someone  out. 


it  was  somebody  who  could  not  work  with 
the  neighbors.  The  end  result  was  that 
volunteers  dropped  away,  taking  most  of 
the  kids  with  them,  and  the  program  fiz- 
zled. 

Although  some  activists  blame  the 
unions,  Rec-Park’s  problems  start  at  the 
top.  Park  Superintendent  Mary  Burns 
has  been  on  the  environmentalists’ 
enemies  list  for  more  than  a decade.  The 
Department’s  extreme  bureaucratic  iner- 
tia is  bad,  but  their  refusal  to  work  with 
community  groups  is  worse.  How  can  one 
or  two  directors  run  a program  for  all  the 
kids  who  need  it?  The  only  way  our 
Recreation  programs  can  began  to  meet 
demand  is  combining  paid  staff  with 
volunteers.  But  Rec-Park  refuses  to  con- 
sider it;  they  insist  on  running  everything 
themselves,  making  a total  mess  of  most 
of  it,  when  they  show  up  at  all. 

There  are  some  good,  dedicated 
playground  directors,  and  Assistant  Su- 
perintendant  Joel  Robinson  is  usually 
helpful.  To  call  many  of  the  other 
bureaucrats  "dead  wood"  would  be  a com- 
pliment, and  Mary  Burns  is  long,  long 
overdue  for  retirement.  San  Francisco’s 
parks  and  people  deserve  better.  Let’s 
clean  up  the  Recreation  and  Parks 
Department! 

A HAPPENING 
CHURCH 

The  Spanish  Seventh  Day  Adventists 
take  a strong  interest  in  the  community. 
After  cleaning  Mission  Playground,  they 
hurried  back  to  the  Church  to  feed  the 
homeless,  and  they  committed  themselves 
to  recleaning  the  park  every  six  weeks. 
The  Church  is  located  on  24th  Street  near 
Treat.  Churches  once  were  a major 
source  of  strength  for  working-class  com- 
munities, but  lately  many  have  turned 
away  from  the  outside  world  to  focus  on 
evangelism.  It’s  good  to  see  a lively 
church  bringing  its  members  out  to  help 
the  neighborhood. 


BRYANT 

RENAISSANCE 

Neighborhood  organizations  come 
and  go,  but  few  have  gone  with  as  much 
grief  and  unpleasantness  as  the  Bryant 
Block  Club.  After  some  members  forced 
founder  Rita  Alviar  to  hold  elections  in 
September,  she  refused  to  participate, 
and  simply  withdrew  with  her  friends. 
Then  strange  things  started  to  happen. 
The  police  came  to  the  October  meeting 
to  enforce  a restraining  order  against  one 
of  the  Club  members,  arresting  her  after 
an  Alviar  employee  guided  them  in.  At 
the  November  15  meeting,  the  Bryant 
School  site  was  closed;  school  staff  and 
Club  members  had  received  calls  from 
Alviar’s  paid  "organizers"  informing  them 
of  a potluck  the  next  night,  and  most  as- 
sumed the  Club  meeting  had  been  can- 
celed. 

There  are  a lot  of  lessons  here.  One  is 
that  police  should  never  get  involved  in 
neighborhood  politics,  but  perhaps  more 
important  is  that  in  a low-income  neigh- 
borhood, someone  who  can  bring  in  grant 
money  and  hire  people  can  kick  hell  out 
of  a bunch  of  well-meaning  but  naive 
volunteers  like  us.  Look  at  the  Fight  over 
low-income  housing  at  1010  South  Van 
Ness.  Neighbors  in  opposition  have  a 
point;  increased  housing  density  is  not 
good  for  neighborhood  quality  of  life.  But 
Mission  Housing  Development  has  more 
cogent  points:  Jobs!  Money!  Cheap  rent! 
Activists  who  believe  in  a voluntarist  ap- 
proach will  have  to  find  ways  to  bring 
resources  to  the  community  if  they  want 
to  compete. 

Still,  the  Bryant  Club  maintains  a 
strong  core  group.  We’ve  relocated  to  the 
Mission  Boys  and  Girls’  Club  on 
Alabama,  and  we  plan  to  help  support  the 
programs  there,  while  continuing  to  or- 
ganize neighbors.  A Christmas  potluck  is 
scheduled  for  Wednesday,  December  13, 
with  a clean-up  and  barbecue  planned  for 
Sat.,  Dec.  16  on  21st  Street.  You  can 
come,  but  if  you  don’t  work,  neither  shall 
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federal  government,  that  owns  the 
builder,  into  negotiating  with  them  so  that 
the  17th  and  Capp  dwelling  could  be 
made  permanently  available  to  house  the 
homeless. 

"Our  number  one  goal  in  occupying  a 
building  is  to  turn  it  into  affordable  hous- 
ing," said  Ted  Gullickson  of  Homes  Not 
Jails.  Under  the  McKinney  Act,  the 
federal  government  must  by  law  facilitate 
the  use  of  abandoned,  habitable  buildings 
by  the  poor  or  homeless.  Homes  Not  Jails 
had  requested  that  the  Police  Depart- 
ment "exercise  sound  judgment  and 
retreat  while  negotiations  commence,"  a 
request  they  failed  to  heed. 

Mayor  Frank  Jordan,  who  has 
repeatedly  stated  his  ideological  opposi- 
tion to  Homes  Not  Jails’  agenda,  issued  no 
comment  on  the  takeover.  Neither  did 
Willie  Brown,  although  his  campaign 
manager,  Jack  Davis,  did  see  fit  to  pay  the 
group  a visit  on  Friday,  relaying  at  least  his 
awareness  of  their  actions,  if  not  his  sup- 
port. 

The  history  of  the  17th  and  Capp 
Street  property  provides  excellent  insight 
into  the  world  of  real  estate  greed.  When 
the  original  owner  of  the  building  failed  to 
make  his  mortgage  payments  in  a timely 
fashion,  the  management  of  the  property 
reverted  to  the  mortgage  holder,  Con- 
tinental Savings  Bank.  Continental 
evicted  the  tenants  of  the  two  3-bedroom 
units  in  mid- 1994,  and  the  units  have  been 
vacant  ever  since. 

Frank  Lembi,  majority  interest  holder 
in  Continental  and  owner  of  hundreds  of 
apartment  buildings  through  his  various 
reality  companies,  so  badly  mismanaged 
the  bank  that  it  was  placed  in  receivership 
by  the  U.S.  Treasury  Department’s  Office 
of  Thrift  Supervision.  Its  real  estate  assets 
were  transferred  to  the  Resolution  Trust 
Corp.,  the  federal  agency  created  in  1989 
to  handle  the  assets  of  insolvent  thrifts 
during  the  S&L  crisis. 

And  there  it  was  forgotten,  one  of 
thousands  of  low-unit  buildings  relegated 
to  ignominy  by  the  RTC’s  crushing 
bureaucracy.  "It’s  criminal  negligence," 
curses  Ted.  "The  federal  government 
needs  to  abide  by  their  own  laws." 

There  are  over  5600  vacant  apartment 
buildings  in  San  Francisco,  according  to 
the  last  census.  Gullickson  alleges  that 
virtually  none  have  been  made  habitable 
except  those  taken  over  by  squatters. 
Most  are  found  in  the  Lower  Haight  and 
the  Mission,  areas  in  economic  transition. 

As  soon  as  a property  is  squatted,  its 


inhabitants  gradually  accumulate  tenants’ 
rights,  more  the  longer  they  stay.  If  they 
can  hold  out  long  enough  and  if  they  can 
pay  the  bills  and  taxes,  they  can  acquire 
the  title  and  make  the  property  their  own. 

But  this  rarely  happens.  Most  empty 
apartments  are  purposefully  left  vacant  by 
their  owners,  who  wait  to  rent  them, 
biding  their  time  until  the  property  be- 
comes more  valuable  when  its  neighbor- 
hood cycles  back  into  prosperity. 

Many  of  the  apartments,  like  the  17th 
and  Capp  building,  are  immediately 
habitable.  With  gas,  electricity,  and  a hot 
tub,  it’s  easy  to  see  why  Homes  Not  Jails 
chose  it. 

"Its  got  everything  but  the  kitchen 
sink,"  Ted  pointed  out.  "The  previous 
tenants  took  it  with  them  when  they  were 
evicted.  But  this  substantiates  the  point 
that  decent  housing  is  available  in  this  city 
for  the  homeless.  Unfortunately,  it’s 
under  lock  and  key  by  corporate  homes- 
teaders." 

A protest  march  took  place  on 
Thanksgiving,  starting  at  24th  and  Mis- 
sion Streets  and  ending  with  a rally  in 
front  of  the  building  at  17th  and  Cap. 
More  than  40  people  participated,  chant- 
ing, singing, 1 and  generally  making  a 
ruckus  in  the  name  of  tenants’  rights. 
Despite  the  nonviolent  nature  of  the 
march,  the  police  saw  fit  to  chaperone  the 
protesters  on  motorcycles.  At  least  a 
dozen  cops  remained  in  front  on  the  oc- 
cupied building  for  hours. 

To  their  credit,  the  officers  did 
manage  to  diffuse  one  potentially  ex- 
plosive situation:  a biker  tried  to  pass  the 
meandering  procession  of  peace  officers 
and  was  quickly  berated  and  sent  to  the 
back  of  the  line. 

An  officer  told  him,  "You  could  make 
us  fall  down  with  your  goofin’  off."  The 
excitement  did  flush  out  the  three  fully 
uniformed  undercovers  who  had  been 
shadowing  the  march,  lurching  along  in  a 
battered  Chevrolet  Celebrity.  They  quick- 
ly returned  to  their  obvious  anonymity. 

The  future  of  the  property  remains 
unclear.  While  they  have  lost  possession, 
a big  bargaining  chip,  a Homes  Not  Jails 
representative  said  the  fight  to  open  this 
building  for  use  as  affordable  housing  will 
continue.  They  plan  to  try  working 
through  the  system  first,  talking  with  local 
and  federal  representatives,  in  hopes  of 
arriving  at  an  equitable  compromise. 

But  if  that  fails,  there  are  always  more 
vacant  buildings  to  take. 
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for  being  "motivated  by  bigotry  against  the 
poor."  One  man  was  concerned  that  the 
AIDS  units  would  be  occupied  by  Black 
drug  users  who  would  attract  other  drug 
users  to  the  neighborhood.  The  meeting 
was  about  2 to  1 against  MHDC’s  plans 
and  ended  with  no  process  for  lowering 
the  tempers  that  had  been  raised.  People 
went  off  to  their  respective  warring  camps 
waiting  for  the  next  round.  Property 
owners  organized  the  SVNCA  and 
pondered  their  legal  options.  MHDC 
continued  to  try  and  garner  support 
wherever  it  could. 

On  November  17,1994,  the  develop- 
ment went  before  the  planning  commis- 
sion for  review  for  the  first  time.  The 
public  testimony  was  polarized  and  high- 
ly emotional,  showing  things  had  not 
cooled  down  since  August.  The  Commis- 
sioners asked  MHDC  to  make  some 
design  modifications  and  return  when 
these  were  completed,  a process  which 
would  take  almost  exactly  one  year. 

"NOTHING" 

Because  of  the  gulf  separating  the  two 
sides  and  because  the  backbone  of  Mayor 
Jordan’s  support  in  the  Mission  was 
among  property  owners  such  as  those 
opposed  to  1010  South  Van  Ness , mem- 
bers of  the  mayor’s  staff  sponsored  a 
series  of  mediation  sessions  in  January 
and  February  of  1995.  After  10  hours  of 
talks  at  three  separate  meetings  between 
MHDC  and  the  SVNCA  both  parties  felt 
nothing  had  been  gained.  According  to 
Jim  Tyler,  the  mediation  just  stopped.  Six 
months  later  at  a campaign  rally  of  Jordan 
supporters  held  at  Tyler’s  house,  less  than 
half  a block  away  from  1010  South  Van 
Ness,  Tyler  asked  the  mayor  what  he  knew 
about  the  project.  According  to  Tyler  Jor- 
dan gave  a one  word  reply:  "Nothing."  The 
mayor’s  ignorance  about  an  issue  a num- 
ber of  his  constituents  in  the  Mission  had 
been  grappling  with  for  over  a year  and 
the  continued  support  of  the  project  by 
the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Housing  succeeded 
in  keeping  the  opposition  riled  up,  feeling 
they  were  being  stonewalled  by  city  hall. 

HATE  MAIL 

There  were  others  out  there  fanning 
the  flames.  In  June,  Mission  Housing  had 
been  the  subject  of  some  nasty  hate  mail 
referring  to  one  staff  member  as  a "little 
kike  bastard"  , Hernandez  also  received 
obscene  and  threatening  mail  at  his  home 
(less  than  three  blocks  from  1010  South 
Van  Ness).  Another  letter  contained 
threats  to  set  fire  to  MHDC  buildings. 
One  of  the  letters  was  written  on  the  back 
of  an  SVNCA  flyer  but  members  of  the 
organization  were  quick  to  deny  any  con- 
nection with  and  denounce  the  attacks. 

PC  ROUNDS  2 & 3 

By  the  November  9th,  1995  meeting  of 
the  planning  commission,  the  fight  had 
been  going  on  for  15  months  with  no  per- 
ceivable decline  in  tensions.  Planning 
commission  meetings  are  not  conducive 
to  lessening  tensions;  scheduled  for  6:00, 
1010  South  Van  Ness  was  not  heard  until 
8:30.  Public  comment  ended  at  about 
11:00.  Thirty  four  people  spoke  in  favor 


and  twenty  four  in  opposition.  There 
seemed  to  be  an  effort  made  on  both 
sides  to  keep  things  in  perspective.  Neigh- 
bors adjacent  to  the  project,  some  who 
had  lived  in  the  Mission  for  30  years  spoke 
in  support  of  building  the  apartments  and 
a number  of  adjacent  neighbors  spoke 
against  the  project.  Some  anti’s  managed 
express  themselves  in  a non- antagonistic 
way  such  as  David  Brownell  who  told  the 
commissioners,  " I know  in  speaking 
against  this  project  it’s  like  suggesting  we 
shoot  Santa  Claus...  I hate  to  say  no  but  I 
do  want  to  say,  ’Can’t  we  keep  the  size 
down?’"  Others  such  as  Martin  Neely 
voiced  their  outrage  at  being  called  racist 
nimbies.  Neely  said  he  had  been  the 
recipient  of  obscene  phone  calls  following 
a SF  Examiner  article  identifying  him  as 
being  a 1010  South  Van  Ness  opponent . 
It  was  obvious  that  the  issue  remained  a 
divisive  and  extremely  sensitive  issue  one. 
It  was  also  apparent  that  support  for  Mis- 
sion Housing  had  grown  considerably 
since  the  first  community  meeting. 

Laurel  Stanley,  an  attorney  for  the 
SVNCA,  told  the  commissioners  that  the 
very  size  of  the  project  impacted  negative- 
ly on  nearby  historical  properties,  there- 
fore the  planning  department  had  been 
wrong  to  declare  1010  South  Van  Ness 
exempt  from  the  environmental  review 
process  of  the  California  Environmental 
Quality  Act.  Until  this  curious  argument, 
likely  to  produce  an  abundance  of  billable 
hours,  could  be  reviewed  by  the  city  attor- 
ney, the  planning  commission  could  not 
act  - the  decision  was  put  over  to  Novem- 
ber 30,  when  the  development  was  ap- 
proved. Some  people  who  had  been  there 
for  over  five  hours  were  not  happy  about 
the  deferral  . Said  one  anti- 1010  Jordan 
campaign  worker  "This  is  another  damn 
reason  Frank  ain’t  getting  re-elected." 


AN  OPINION  ON  POISON 

That  all  this  time  and  energy,  much  of 
it  negative,  has  been  expended  on  what 
may  boil  down  to  design  considerations 
on  one  apartment  building  is  appalling. 
That  no  one  at  a neighborhood  level  or 
city  level  has  had  sufficient  stature  to  keep 
the  entire  debate  from  dropping  deeper 
into  the  gutter  is  disheartening. 

For  a good  many  people  in  the  Mission 
the  most  important  livability  issue  is 
neither  building  size  or  height  limit,  it  is 
the  ability  of  a very  diverse  mix  of  cultures 
and  ethnicities  to  live  together  relatively 
harmoniously.  This  has  been  possible 
only  because  the  Mission  by  and  large  has 
never  tolerated  the  type  of  defamation 
that  has  now  come  to  be  associated  with 
the  debate  over  1010  South  Van  Ness. 
Whether  there  are  30  units  or  50  or  60  on 
that  comer  matters  far  less  than  whether 
or  not  the  fabric  of  this  community  is  tom 
apart  by  the  reckless  spewing  of  hate. 
Protracted  acrimony  and  lack  of  closure 
on  this  issue  will  only  serve  to  wound  and 
rewound  for  months  possibly  years  to 
come.  That  is  poison.  Sadly,  that  is  the 
direction  in  which  things  are  going. 
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WILLIE  BROWN  FOR  MAYOR 


The  Mission  has  been  poorly  used  by 
Frank  Jordan,  the  so-called  citizen  mayor. 
During  his  occasionally  hilarious,  often 
infuriating  administration,  the  Mission 
was  targeted  as  a Bioscience  Zone  that 
would  have  given  gene  splitters  and  other 
high-tech  corporate  cowboys  an  environ- 
mental blank  check  if  they  chose  to  set  up 
shop  here.  The  neighborhood  said  "No 
thanks." 

The  plan  for  a two  hundred-bed  drug 
rehab  facility  next  to  Project  Artaud  was 
first  touted  but,  after  serious  community 
opposition,  later  abandoned  by  Team  Jor- 
dan. Then  there  was  Matrix,  a delightful 
scheme  to  clump  and  dump  the  homeless 
in  the  Mission.  Yeah,  we  really  needed 
that. 

Just  like  we  really  needed  freewheel- 
ing Frank’s  idea  to  take  the  lion’s  share  of 
every  homeless  person’s  welfare  check 
and  apply  it  to  rent  at  one  of  our  local 
Patel  Hell  Hotels.  Jordan  should  carry 
99%  of  the  slumlord  vote  for  this 
brainstorm.  And  what  about  the  continu- 
ing reign  of  terror  at  Bernal  Dwelling 
Housing  Projects.  Wasn’t  cleaning  up  the 
Housing  Authority  a high  priority  item 
early  on  in  the  Jordan  years? 

Now  it  may  be  if  you  were  to  sit  down 
and  list  all  the  reasons  to  vote  for  Willie 
Brown,  nearly  all  of  them  might  turn  out 
to  be:  He’s  not  Frank  Jordan.  But  there 
are  several  other  reasons,  the  most  com- 
pelling of  which  is  that  Brown,  because  of 
his  experience  as  Assembly  Speaker,  has 
extensive  experience  in  dealing  effectively 
with  the  dolts,  thieves,  and  morally  rud- 
derless who  somehow  slithered  into  state 


office.  Locally,  our  own  collection  of 
sleazy  civic  leaders,  parasitic  bureaucrats, 
and  that  monkey  island  called  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  mopped  the  floor  with  the 
last  two  mayors.  It  has  not  been  a pretty 
sight.  Brown’s  campaign  theme  of 
"leadership"  is  dead  on  the  money.  If  he 
can’t  pull  it  off,  we  are  at  least  guaranteed 
some  quality  entertainment  as  he  kicks 
buttheads  and  cracks  numbskulls  trying. 

Brown  also  has  a reputation  for  ap- 
pointing people  to  office  who  are  intel- 
ligent and  pragmatic.  The  thought  of 
effective  people  in  city  government  may 
be  a little  bit  frightening  to  many  of  our 
readers  who  have  no  historical  referent  to 
indicate  what  such  a situation  would  be 
like.  We  have  all  grown  accustomed  to  the 
rule  of  political  hacks  and  ideologues 
whose  arrogance  is  the  white  noise  of 
public  life.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
few  things  as  scary  as  the  blunderings  of 
the  last  four  years.  So,  what  the  hell,  why 
not  try  running  the  town  with  competent 
people? 

One  thing  that  could  seriously  derail 
an  ably  run  city  government  with  Willie 
Brown  as  mayor  is  a close  election.  If  that 
happens,  every  two-bit  demagogue  with  a 
splinter  constituency  would  come  storm- 
ing into  the  Mayor’s  office  claiming  their 
share  of  the  spoils  for  providing  the  criti- 
cal margin  of  victory.  George  Moscone  in 
this  situation  appointed  Jim  Jones  Presi- 
dent of  the  Housing  Commission.  To 
avoid  this  situation,  Brown  needs  to  win 
big.  Fortunately,  he  looks  to  kick  the  stuff- 
ing out  of  Jordan. 

Help  him  do  it. 


TERENCE  HALLINAN  FOR  DA 


we  said  last  month,  the  District 
Attorney’s  Office  under  Arlo  Smith  simp- 
ly stopped  working  a long  time  ago.  It  has 
become  a mare’s  nest  of  misplaced 
priorities  and  insensitivity  to  neighbor- 
hood concerns.  The  voters  finally  reacted 
to  this  by  giving  incumbent  Smith  the  well- 
deserved  boot.  Now  the  choice  is  between 
former  Smith  protege  Bill  Fazio  and  Su- 
pervisor Terence  H allin  an.  Fazio  boasts 
20  years  of  prosecutorial  experience,  but 
nearly  all  of  it  came  while  working  under 


the  soundly  rejected  Smith.  If  the  DA’s 
Office  is  going  to  move  on,  it’s  going  to 
need  a clean  break  with  the  past.  Hallinan 
fits  that  bill  and  has  a broader,  more 
progressive  vision  for  the  office.  For  one 
thing,  he  would  prosecute  chronic  slum- 
lords — something  almost  unheard  of  in 
the  history  of  the  city.  Hallinan  also  brings 
with  him  a lifetime  of  political  acumen 
that  will  serve  him  well  in  cleaning  out  the 
dead  wood  and  putting  together  a func- 
tional team. 


to  next 

COFFEE 

BREAD 

Espresso  Bar  dr  Specialty  Groceries 

FLOWERS 

5614  18th  Street  (between  Guerrero  Sr  Dolores) 
Sen  Francleoo,  California  041 10  - 
Telephone  418  88S  0434 

HOW  THE 
MISSION  VOTED 


Candidate 

% 

PROPOSITION 

% YES 

% NO 

MAYOR: 
Willie  Brown 

35.6 

Proposition  E 

52 

48 

Roberta  Achtenberg 
Frank  Jordan 

48 

16.3 

Proposition  F 

76 

24 

Ben  Horn 
Others 

A A 
*— * <— 1 ' 

Proposition  G 

75 

25 

DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY: 

Proposition  H 

28 

72 

Arlo  Smith 
Bill  Fazio 

20% 

21% 

Proposition  I 

43 

57 

Terence  Halinan 
SHERIFF: 

59% 

Proposition  J 

46 

54 

Michael  Hennessy 

81% 

Proposition  K 

35 

65 

Art  Conger 

10% 

Robert  Heimbaugh 

9% 

Proposition  L 

33 

67 

% 

% 

PROPOSITION 

YES 

NO 

Proposition  M 

32 

68 

Proposition  A 

74 

26 

Proposition  N 

80 

20 

Proposition  B 

72 

28 

Proposition  O 

28 

72 

Proposition  C 

83 

17 

VOTER  TURNOUT 

44.6% 

Proposition  D 

73 

27 

Remember  to  Vote 
DECEMBER  12th 

FOOD  NOT  BOMBS  serves  free  vegetarian  meals  I 
at  6 PM  every  day  at  UN  plaza,  empowering  people  and  working  to  end 
hunger.  We  need  your  tax  deductible  contributions  of: 

• non-perishable  foods,  spices  • video  equipment 

• cash  • computers 

• cooking  supplies  (stainless)  • a reliable  truck 

• bikes  & bike  carts  • gift  certificates  for  auto  repairs 

We  also  need  energetic  volunteers  to  drive,  cook,  compost,  serve 
meals,  organize  benefits,  spread  the  word,  etc.  Call  for  more  info. 


San  Francisco  Food  Not  Bombs 

(415)987-7087  • P.O.  Box  40485  • SF.  C \ 94140 
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rPS  THE  ECONOMY, 
STUPID! 

AN  ONGOING  REPORT  ON  THE  ENTERPRISE  COMMUNITY 
AND  RELATED  MATTERS 
by  Victor  Miller 


THE  VALENCIA  STREET  BOOM 


VALENCIA  STREET  BOOM  BABY 


One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  Valencia  Street  boomers  is  Valencia  Crepes  on  Valencia 
near  21st.  Open  only  six  months,  the  light  and  airy  interior,  decorated  with  a variety  of  original 
paintings  and  sculpture  has  proved  as  attractive  a draw  as  the  menu.  Although  Valencia  restaurants 
are  proliferating  like  rabbits,  there  seems  to  be  plenty  of  diners  as  long  as  those  operating  the  eatery 
know  their  stuff.  The  folks  at  Valencia  Crepes  obviously  do  since,  despite  pretty  stiff  local 
competition,  owner  Mike  Jweinat  is  considering  expansion  into  the  adjacent  store  front.  (That  spot 
was  recently  vacated  by  Old  Wives  Tales  Bookstore  after  nineteen  years  in  the  neighborhood). 
Valencia  Crepes  will  also  soon  be  joining  the  brunch  wars  for  which  their  seems  to  be  no  shortage 
of  troops.  Remarking  on  the  instant  popularity  of  his  business  Jweinat  said,  "It’s  just  amazing,  we’re 
really  pleased."  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


The  Valencia  Street  restaurant  boom 
that  kicked  off  with  the  opening  of  Val  21, 
rather  than  slowing,  is  picking  up  steam 
with  an  amazing  variety  and  number  of 
new  eateries  set  to  open  between  15th  and 
22nd  Streets  over  the  next  few  months. 

As  we  go  to  press,  work  crews  are 
busily  converting  the  former  Swords  to 
Plowshares  site  at  15th  and  Valencia  into 
a pizzeria.  A block  to  the  south,  there’s  all 
kind  of  activity.  A health  food  store  along 
the  lines  of  Rainbow  Grocery  will  open  at 
524  Valencia.  A few  doors  down,  at  538 
Valencia,  the  doors  of  fancy  sushi  bar 
Kiladon  have  closed,  and  are  now  covered 
with  British  Union  Jacks  heralding  the 
soon-to-be-open  Moptops. 

Moptops’  name  refers  to  the  hairstyles 
of  the  early  Beatles  and  other  Liverpool 
rockers  of  the  ’60s.  The  restaurant  will 
feature  an  oyster  bar  and  something 
called  "fusion  cuisine,"  which  can  be  en- 
joyed while  listening  Mersey  Beat  Music. 
It  should  be  gear  and  fab. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  block,  at  584 
Valencia,  a Vietnamese  restaurant  called 
The  Slanted  Door  opened  the  day  after 
Thanksgiving.  You’d  think  every  belly  that 
wasn’t  full  would  have  found  ample  help- 
ings of  leftovers  in  the  refrigerator,  but 
The  Slanted  Door’s  moderate  prices  and 
large  portions  ~ as  well  as  the  curiosity 
that  had  built  up  around  this  elegantly- 
designed  place  — drew  a number  post- 
Turkey  Day  diners. 

Just  across  the  street,  an  Italian  deli 
will  occupy  the  space  formerly  inhabited 
by  the  sporadic  and  surreal  Salvador  Deli. 


Proprietor  Irene  Boas  operated  Ole 
Fajitas  at  that  same  location  before  its 
Salvador  Deli  incarnation. 

Just  south  of  19th  Street,  the  year-long 
conversion  of  Athens  By  Night  into 
Arabian  Nights  is  complete  with  what 
everyone  agrees  are  surpassingly  fine 
results.(See  review  on  page  12.) 

And  just  one  door  down  from  the 
gourmet  epicenter,  Val  21,  the  Herbivore, 
complete  with  yellow  adobe- like  decor,  is 
set  to  open  shortly.  As  the  name  implies, 
the  establishment  will  offer  an  all- 
vegetarian menu. 

But  those  who  remain  loyal  to  their 
carnivore  heritage  need  only  turn  east  on 
20th,  where  Picante  is  about  to  morph  into 
Jay’s  Cheese  Steak,  possibly  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Moving  south  on  Valencia  past  21st, 
there’s  the  overnight  hit,  Valencia  Crepes. 
And  just  up  the  street.  Help  Wanted 
notices  have  gone  up  on  the  windows  of 
the  new  Indian  restaurant,  Rasoi,  a sure 
indicator  that  the  months  of  rehab  are 
about  over. 

Directly  across  Valencia,  Marie’s,  the 
cozy  cafe  and  gourmet  snack  spot  opened 
six  months  ago  by  everybody’s  favorite 
homegirl,  Marie  Doran,  continues  to 
draw  a faithful  cadre  of  locals. 

Looking  towards  Chavez  Street, 
Boogaloo  and  the  Rooster  appear  to  be 
hanging  in  there  while  mystery  still  sur- 
rounds the  fate  of  the  long  boarded-up  El 
Oso.  Repair  work  has  begun  on  Radio 
Valencia,  which  was  demolished  by  an 
errant  firetruck  in  June,  but  the  re-open- 


ing Gate  remains  uncertain. 

If  this  isn’t  enough  food  for  thought, 
consider  the  peripheral  action:  The  Next 
Faye’s  at  18th  and  Guerrero  (see  story  on 
page  16);  Bruno’s  at  20th  and  Mission 
re-opened  — with  the  parking  lot  - as  a 
Flying  Saucer-style  classy  joint;  and  last 
but  not  least,  the  Cola  Cabana  between 
20th  and  21st  on  Mission  is  now  serving 
brunch  from  10  to  2 on  Sundays.  Unlike 
every  other  Mission  bnmehery  there  are 
still  no  crowds,  but  given  the  excellent 
food,  that  situation  won’t  last  long. 

EC  UPDATE 

This  month  the  Mission  repre- 
sentatives to  the  city-wide  Enterprise 
Community  Board  will  review  the  Re- 


quests for  Proposals  (RFPs)  being 
prepared  by  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Com- 
munity Development  If  the  RFPs  are  in 
accordance  with  the  economic  develop- 
ment program  hammered  out  at  series  of 
community  meetings  held  during  the 
spring  and  summer  this  year,  they  will  be 
made  available  to  potential  contractors, 
who  will  respond  to  the  RFPs  at  a bidders 
conference  in  January.  The  Mission  pro- 
gram includes  24-hour  childcare,  a clean 
streets  project,  a stay  in  school  plan, 
guided  tours  of  the  Mission’s  cultural  and 
historic  points  of  interest,  and  action  on 
the  area’s  troubled  residential  hotels.  A 
total  of  $750,000  is  available  for  these  ef- 
forts. 


£ 


cason  i 


The  O'Connor  Family  is  very  grateful  to  you,  our  customers 
and  friends  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  for  all  your 
support  these  past  29  years. 

If  any  of  you  feel  you  have  been  treated  unjustly  or  improperly 
by  us  or  any  of  our  employees,  please  let  us  know. 

Many  of  you  have  received  phone  calls  from  investigators  for 
the  Public  Utilities  Commission  in  their  efforts  to  build  a case 
to  suspend  the  license  of  our  moving  company. 

We  have  hired  legal  counsel  to  counter  investigate  and  defend 
ourselves  against  their  false  accusations,  especially  the 
attempts  at  character  assassination  directed  at  Jarlath 
O'Connor. 

We  are  currently  under  a 45  day  suspension  threat  but  this 
is  just  the  first  round. 

You,  our  customers  can  be  assured  of  our  continuing  in 
business. 

The  very  best  to  you  during  this  holiday  season  and  in  the  new  year  from  all  of us  at 

Harrington  Brothers  Moving  Company  and 
Harrington  Brothers  Furnishings  and  Antiques 
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Attention 

Tenants 

Atenclon 

Inauilinos 


STAY  WARM  TAIS  WINTER! 

Hantegaase  callente  este  inverno 

Keep  your  apartment  safe  and 

habitable 

Your  landlord  must  provide  heat  every  day  between 
the  hours  of  5:00  - 11:00  a.m.  and  3:00  - 11:00  p.m. 
They  must  also  repair  any  problems  in  your  home 
covered  by  your  rental  agreement. 

If  you  are  getting  no  heat  or  inadequate  heat,  call  for 
advice  on  how  to  make  sure  your  landlord  complies 
with  the  law.  Call  and  talk  to  a tenants'  rights 
counselors  at: 

The  Housing  Committee  (749-3700) 

(English  and  Chinese) 

Saint  Peter’s  Housing  Committee  (282-8877) 

(se  habla  espanol) 


Paid  for  by  the 
San  Francisco 

Department  of  Building  Inspections 
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mission  broadsider 


by  andy  solow 


OPEN  SPACE  AT  A SNAIL’S  PACE 

In  April  of  1995  and  again  in  July  of 
1995,  I interviewed  a bevy  of  City 
employees  about  the  status  and  comple- 
tion dates  of  the  $4  million  worth  of  ongo- 
ing open  space  projects  in  the  Mission 
District.  Though  funding  for  all  of  these 
projects  has  been  available  for  some  time, 
only  the  renovation  of  Alioto  Mini-Park 
has  actually  been  completed.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  update  on  the  current  status  of 
these  projects. 

DOLORES  PARK  SOCCER  FIELD 

This  project  involves  minimal  grading, 
installation  of  an  irrigation  system,  and 
resodding.  Eight  months  ago,  San  Fran- 
cisco Recreation  and  Park  Department 
Assistant  General  Manager  Phil  Arnold 
said  that  construction  would  begin  in 
April  1995  and  should  be  completed  by 
July  of  1995,  depending  on  the  weather.  In 
July  of  1995,  Park  Planner  Deborah 
Learner  predicted  that  the  Dolores  Park 
Soccer  Field  would  be  completed  by  Sep- 
tember 15,  1995.  Over  the  summer,  a 
private  landscaping  contractor  hired  by 
the  City  made  at  least  two  attempts  to 
hydroseed  the  freshly  graded  surface. 
But  at  press  time,  10%  of  the  new  field  was 
still  naked  earth. 

Fortunately,  on  November  21,  repre- 
sentatives of  several  City  agencies  con- 
ducted physical  inspections  of  the  field. 
According  to  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Parks  Mike  Morlin,  Recreation  Super- 
visor Oscar  Jimenez,  and  Department  of 
Public  Works  Engineering  Supervisor 
Sherman  Horn,  the  City  rejected  the  field 
and  gave  the  contractor  another  30  days 
to  finish  the  job.  By  the  time  you  read  this, 
the  six  pallets  of  roll  turf  that  the  contrac- 
tor was  installing  at  press  time  should  be 
assimilated  into  the  field  and  the  field 
should  be  ready  for  use  by  December  20th 
(cross  your  fingers). 

TQX1C  MQU  PARK 

Due  to  toxic  contaminants  on  the  site, 
acquisition  and  development  of  the  23rd 
& Treat  Street  Park  have  been  on  hold 
since  February.  Earlier  this  year,  the  cur- 
rent owner  of  the  property  and  the  City 
spent  eight  months  arguing  about  who 
should  pay  for  toxics  testing.  Despite  Su- 
pervisor Susan  Leal’s  assistance,  toxics 
testing  did  not  actually  begin  until  Oc- 
tober 23. 

According  to  Harry  Quinn,  Assistant 
Director  of  the  San  Francisco  Real  Estate 
Department,  preliminary  results  of  the 
recent  testing  indicate  that  the  23rd  and 
Treat  St.  site  is  contaminated  with 
hydrocarbons  left  from  two  leaky  under- 
ground fuel  tanks  that  were  removed  from 
the  site  in  1992.  At  press  time,  Quinn  did 
not  know  how  much  it  would  cost  to  clean 
up  the  property.  Since  remediation  of 
toxic  contamination  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  current  owner,  it  is  likely  that  the 
community  will  have  to  wait  while  the 
City,  the  current  owner,  and  the  Regional 
Water  Quality  Control  Board  haggle  over 
how  clean  is  clean  enough. 

MISSION  REC  CENTER 

CHILDREN  S PLAYGROUND 

Eight  months  ago  Tim  Lilliquist,  As- 
sistant to  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department’s  General  Manager,  told  me 
that  the  first  phase  of  the  Department’s 
two-phase  development  plan  was  well 
under  way.  At  that  time,  Lilliquist  indi- 
cated that  by  July  1,  1995  the  empty  lot 
would  be  paved  and  fenced,  a $100,000 
artificial  turf  mini-soccer  field  (donated 
by  Adidas  Corporation  on  behalf  of  the 
Mission  Youth  Soccer  League)  would  be 
installed,  and  a door  would  be  cut  into  the 
Mission  Recreation  Center’s  south  wall, 
providing  direct  access  to  the  paved  open 
space  and  the  soccer  field. 

In  July,  Lilliquist  said  the  target  com- 
pletion date  had  been  pushed  back  to 


December  5,  "unless  other  emergencies 
arose." 

I’ve  been  driving  by  the  site  peri- 
odically for  the  last  six  months,  and  have 
been  unable  to  observe  any  significant 
physical  progress  for  at  least  four  months. 
At  press  time,  Lilliquist  was  on  vacation 
and  nobody  else  had  any  idea  when  the 
project  would  be  completed. 

DELAYGRQUND  PLAYGROUND 

In  September  of  1991,  the  community 
submitted  a plan  requesting  renovation 
for  Jose  Coronado  Playground  to  the 
Open  Space  Committee.  The  request  was 
approved  and  funds  have  been  available 
for  the  renovation  since  the  fall  of  1992.  In 
October  of  1994,  after  considerable  arm 
twisting,  the  Recreation  and  Park  Com- 
mission rejected  the  recommendation  of 
their  staff  and  approved  the  community’s 
renovation  plan  for  Jose  Coronado  (JC) 
Playground. 

Even  though  this  project  has  been  fully 
funded  for  more  than  two  years,  the  first 
spoonful  of  earth  has  yet  to  be  turned.  In 
March  of  this  year,  project  architect 
Patrick  Mora  and  Park  Planner  Joanne 
Wilson  both  indicated  that  work  on  ar- 
chitectural renderings  and  construction 
drawings  would  be  under  way  by  April  1. 
But  as  of  July,  work  on  the  drawings  had 
still  not  begun. 

Mora’s  $30,000  architecture  contract 
was  finally  approved  in  September,  but  at 
press  time,  Wilson  was  on  vacation  and 
Mora  was  too  busy  working  on  another 
project  to  talk  to  me  about  the  renovation 
of  Jose  Coronado  Playground.  Accord- 
ing to  Park  Planner  Deborah  Learner,  she 
has  personally  interceded  and  has  twice 
shortened  the  schedule  for  the  project’s 
completion.  "My  goal  is  to  have  all  of  the 
paperwork  and  approvals  for  this  project 
completed  by  the  end  of  19%, " said 
Learner.  "Hopefully,  the  physical  renova- 
tion of  JC  Playground  will  be  in  progress 
by  the  beginning  of  1997." 

All  I can  say  is  that  if  the  people  who 
live  and  work  in  this  community  want  ac- 
tion from  this  city,  they  are  going  to  have 
to  demand  it.  Short  of  doing  the  job  myself 
free  of  charge,  there  is  nothing  more  that 
I can  do  to  facilitate  the  timely  completion 
of  the  Jose  Coronado  Playground  renova- 
tion. 

PREVAILING  WAGE 

PLAYGROUND 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Mission 
Playground  Association,  both  Open 
Space  and  Community  Development 
Block  Grant  (CDBG)  funds  were  allo- 
cated to  pay  for  the  renovation  of  the 
children’s  play  area  at  Mission 
Playground  more  than  two  years  ago.  Ac- 
cording to  Park  Planner  Deborah 
Learner,  the  CDBG  funds  were  taken 
back  earlier  this  year  after  the  Alioto 
Mini-Park  debacle. 

According  to  Learner,  the  Open 
Space  funds  currently  available  for  Mis- 
sion Playground  are  only  sufficient  to 
complete  the  paperwork,  not  the  entire 
project.  However,  now  that  the  prevailing 
wage  clause  in  the  San  Francisco  City 
Charter  has  been  amended  to  include  an 
exception  for  public  works  projects  per- 
formed by  youths  undergoing  job  training 
it  would  be  possible  for  the  San  Francisco 
Conservation  Corps  (SFCC),  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works,  and  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  to  collaborate  on 
the  renovation  of  Mission  Playground. 
But  new  funding  and  a new  contract  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  will  be 
required  before  any  work  can  proceed  if 
the  SFCC  is  involved. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  the  complete 
renovation  of  Mission  Playground  is 
probably  still  two  years  away. 

FRANKLIN  FIELD 

The  renovation  of  this  soccer  field  will 
include  removal  of  old  trees,  substantial 


grading  to  make  the  field  larger,  reloca- 
tion of  the  existing  bathroom,  installation 
of  new  soil  and  turf,  the  addition  of  hand- 
icapped access,  and  installation  of  some 
new  fencing.  Field  lighting  is  not  included 
in  the  renovation.  According  to  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  landscape  architect 
Brian  Gatter,  "Construction  documents 
are  complete,  and  the  bid  process  should 
be  completed  before  the  end  of  1995.  If 
favorable  bids  are  received,  a contract 
should  be  awarded  sometime  in  April 
19%  and  construction  should  start  imme- 
diately thereafter." 

A GOOD  NEIGHBOR 

Not  all  bars  are  bad.  Shotwell  59,  lo- 
cated at  3349  20th  Street  (at  Shotwell 
between  South  Van  Ness  and  Folsom)  is 
a classic  example  of  the  responsible 
operation  of  a liquor  license. 

The  El  Trebol  bar,  previously  located 
at  this  site,  was  a haven  for  criminal  ac- 
tivity regularly  visited  by  SFPD  Narcotics 
officers  looking  for  drug  dealers  to  bust. 
But,  as  soon  as  Fra  and  Jacq  Kepler  took 
over  the  place,  all  of  the  drug  dealers  and 
habitual  drunkards  who  used  to  frequent 
the  bar  and  the  immediate  area  vanished. 


The  Kepler  brothers  have  spent  close 
to  $40,000  renovating  their  new  bar;  ad- 
ding new  plumbing  extensive  sound 
proofing  new  paint  inside  & out,  and  ex- 
terior security  lights.  Though  it  was  a 
hard  concept  to  sell  to  many  of  the  neigh- 
bors, virtually  all  of  them  now  agree  that 
Shotwell  59  is  the  greatest  single  improve- 
ment to  the  quality  of  life  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  in  recent  memory. 

Shotwell  59  is  a neighborhood  bar 
serving  a wide  selection  of  Draft  Beer, 
Espresso,  and  a few  good  wines.  The  bar 
is  open  Monday  thru  Saturday  from  4:30 
PM  to  2:00  AM  and  Sunday  from  1 PM  to 
1 AM.  The  bar  caters  to  the  younger  set 
(25  to  35)  including  a contingent  of 
European  Motorcycle  aficionados. 


THE  BROADSIDER  TAKES  A 
YACAT1QN" 

For  the  last  three  years,  I have  been 
donating  two  to  three  days  a month  to  the 
preparation  of  this  column,  and  quite 
frankly,  I need  a rest.  The  Broadsider  will 
be  back  in  the  Spring  of  19%. 


The  Scarlet  Sage 

Herb  Company 

specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafted  bulk  herbs 

* We  carry  a full  line  ♦ Vitamin  Supplements 
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♦ Homeopathic 

♦ Flower  Essences 
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♦ Body  Care  Products 

• Aromatherapy 
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3412  22ND  Street 
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NEIGHBORHOOD 

NERVE 

When  a neighborhood  like  the 
Mission,  which  is  sadly  quite  familiar  with 
the  sorrow  and  strife  associated  with 
youth  violence,  overwhelmingly  votes 
against  a more  stringent  youth  curfew  in 
the  same  election  it  votes  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  empowered  Youth  Com- 
mission, it’s  a powerful  statement.  It’s  also 
a powerful  statement  when  our  President 
declines  to  sign  a balanced  budget  bill 
(thus  shutting  down  our  government)  be- 
cause such  a bill  would  have  com- 
promised the  well-being  of  our  country’s 
most  vulnerable  citizens. 

Resisting  reactionary  tides  by  stand- 
ing up  for  what’s  fair  is  hard  enough.  But 
turning  those  tides  around  by  building 
consensus  is  even  more  daunting  an  en- 
deavor. Whether  it’s  the  President  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  or  the  corner  mer- 
chant and  the  tenant  activist,  the  crying 
call  is  the  same:  The  stability  of  our  com- 
munities hinges  on  our  ability  to  bring 
people  together,  to  communicate  and 
compromise,  and  to  address  our  challen- 
ges pro-actively.  Congress  has  not  set  the 
best  examples  in  this  regard.  Scapegoat- 
ing and  posturing  won’t  do. 

But  a new  piece  of  local  legislation 
may  jump-start  both  our  city’s  and  our 
neighborhood’s  consensus-building 
process.  Its  implementation  is  just  around 
the  corner. 


Neighborhood  Safety 
Initiative 

One  year  ago,  San  Franciscans  ap- 
proved Proposition  Q,  which  set  aside 
$900,000  a year  for  three  straight  years  to 
create  a city-wide  crime  prevention  pro- 
gram. The  underlying  assumption,  as 
described  in  the  City’s  Request  for 
Proposals,  was  that  "Safety  efforts  are  not 
solely  dependent  on  police  power. ..neigh- 
bors can  work  with  neighbors..."  The  legis- 
lation encouraged  people  to  expand  their 
definition  of  "neighbor"  beyond  their 
block  club,  beyond  the  traditional  focus  of 
their  non-profit  agency,  and  at  least  look 
at  the  whole  police  district  in  which  they 
live. 

The  tactic  was  to  find  a single  agency 
or  a consortium  of  community-based 
groups  to  work  with  people  in  each  of  the 
10  police  districts  to  (a)  reduce  crime,  (b) 
improve  communication  among  neigh- 
bors, businesses,  city  workers,  service 
providers,  faith  communities,  and  law  en- 
forcement workers  to  promote  neighbor- 
hood safety,  and  (c)  increase  and  sustain 
the  involvement  of  residents  in  crime 
prevention  activities  to  develop  healthier 
communities. 

In  August,  soon  after  individual 
groups  began  putting  together  proposals 
for  Prop  Q funds,  this  paper  recognized 
that  at  the  heart  of  it  all  was  $80,000  per 
police  district  for  community  organizing, 
criminal  justice  and  crime  prevention 
strategies.  For  a neighborhood  as  diverse 
and  complex  as  the  Mission,  the  question 
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was  whether  or  not  this  investment  could 
actually  pull  us  together  to  establish  and 
embark  on  some  projects  that  would  have 
positive  impact. 

In  October,  a consortium  of  11  or- 
ganizations, led  by  San  Francisco  SAFE, 
was  chosen  by  the  City  to  implement  its 
"Neighborhood  Safety  Partnership."  Its 
members  are  quite  optimistic  about  its 
potential. 

Suzanne  London,  Executive  Director 
of  SF  SAFE,  explains  the  comprehensive 
approach  of  the  Partnership:  "This  new 
program  will  feature  two  strategies:  (1)  a 
team  of  12  neighborhood  crime  preven- 
tion specialists  and  (2)  a training  and  sup- 
port component  that  will  be  provided  by 
the  collaborative." 

London  points  out  the  SF  SAFE, 
which  has  been  involved  in  numerous 
community  projects  in  the  Mission,  "has 
19  years  of  experience  providing  citywide 
comprehensive  crime  prevention,  educa- 
tion, community  organizing  services  and 
working  cooperatively  with  the 
Police.. .SAFE  provides  neighborhood 
watch  organizing,  personal  safety  presen- 
tations, child  and  senior  safety  presenta- 
tions, resident  organizing  in  public 
housing,  workplace  violence  and  business 
security  presentations,  residential  and 
business  security  surveys  and  vehicle 
safety." 

The  other  10  groups  involved  with  the 
Neighborhood  Safety  Partnership  repre- 
sent a unique  cross-section  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, not  only  in  terms  of  geography,  but 
also  in  terms  of  the  constituencies  tar- 
geted: Chinatown  Youth  Center,  Com- 
munity Boards,  Community  United 
Against  Violence,  Ingleside  Community 
Center,  Interagency  Clearing  House, 
Mission  Housing  Development  Corpora- 
tion, North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition, 
OMI  Neighbors  in  Action,  St.  John’s 
Educational  Threshold  Center,  Senior 
Action  Network  and  Visitation  Valley 
Community  Center. 

SF  SAI%,  together  with  a hiring  com- 
mittee comprised  of  collaboration  mem- 
bers, will  soon  begin  the  process  of  finding 
12  community  organizers,  10  for  each  of 
the  police  districts  and  two  more  with 
particular  language  skills  to  provide  sup- 
port and  services  to  each  of  the  districts. 

The  first  component  of  the  strategy 
described  by  London,  the  piece  indeed 
legislated  by  Proposition  Q,  is  for  the 
community  organizers  to  work  with 


people  in  the  neighborhoods  to  develop 
ideas  and  abilities  in  the  area  of  crime 
prevention,  conflict  resolution,  and  work- 
ing with  the  police  and  other  city  depart- 
ments. The  driving  force  will  be  to  build 
consensus  and  implement  strategies  to 
improve  the  neighborhoods. 

The  second  component  of  the  Neigh- 
borhood Safety  Partnership  utilizes  the 
unique  blend  of  political  savvy  and 
grassroots  instincts  possessed  by  the  col- 
laborating agencies.  They  will  provide 
neighborhood  training  for  adults,  youth, 
seniors,  business  owners,  and  community- 
based  groups  based  on  information 
brought  to  them  by  the  12  community  or- 
ganizers. 

"The  training,"  explains  London,  "will 
be  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  each 
individual  neighborhood  using  the  skills 
of  each  collaborator."  Whether  it  is 
leadership  training  or  landlord  education, 
mediation  tactics  or  a better  under- 
standing of  City  Hall,  the  goal  is  to  provide 
each  neighborhood  with  the  tools  to  mend 
its  community. 

It’s  Worth  The  Risk 

Locally,  the  Mayor’s  Criminal  Justice 
Council  has  experimented  with  this  model 
of  community  empowerment  on  a smaller 
scale.  By  funding  small  grassroots  efforts, 
such  as  those  of  the  16th  Street  Neighbor- 
hood Association,  the  Council  has  seen 
previously  isolated  merchants  and  resi- 
dent groups  join  forces  to  support  each 
other’s  strengths,  sponsor  neighborhood- 
wide events  and  bring  about  change.  Now 
it  is  time  to  test  this  tactic  on  a broader 
scale. 

While  some  may  look  cynically  upon 
this  approach  to  crime  prevention,  argu- 
ing that  only  an  increase  in  police  and 
prosecutions  will  make  this  city  safe,  the 
recent  voting  record  of  the  Mission  indi- 
cates that  people  are  ready  for  a more 
comprehensive  approach.  People  said  no 
to  curfews  and  yes  to  empowerment.  No 
to  the  scapegoating  and  posturing  so 
popular  with  politicians,  and  yes  to  ...what 
exactly?  That’s  what  we’ve  got  to  figure 
out.  Some  new  strategies,  with  some  new 
skills.  It  takes  nerve. 

Let’s  wish  ourselves  some  luck,  and 
welcome  the  Neighborhood  Safety 
Partnership  to  the  Mission. 


MISSION  AREA  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 

2940  - 16TH  STREET,  STE  305 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 
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If  you  are  tired  of  paying  too  much  and  not  getting  the 
the  personal  service  you  deserve,  call  us  or  stop  by 
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GANGSPEAK 


T OYING  A BAD  BOY 


by  Mija 

This  past  summer  started  as  usual  with 
my  same  activities  and  same  errands.  But 
then  I met  O.G.  (Old  Gangster)  when  he 
struck  up  a conversation  with  me. 

We  became  closer  as  we  talked,  and  I 
wanted  to  spend  more  time  with  him.  He 
asked  if  he  could  live  with  me.  He 
promised  to  help  me  and,  sometimes,  he 
did.  He  told  me  that  I was  his  "angel"  and 
that  he  loved  me.  I believed  him. 

He  wanted  to  work  and  quit  some  of 
his  old  bad  ways.  He  wanted  to  stay  out  of 
jail.  And,  often  he  would  say:  "I’m  getting 
too  old  for  this."  I believed  him. 

However,  from  the  beginning,  we 
started  having  problems.  He  was  disrup- 
tive and  disrespectful  to  me.  I had  a 
daughter  to  think  of.  This  was  affecting 
her  life  as  well.  I suggested  he  go  into  a 
rehabilitation  program.  Straight  out,  he 
said:  "No  way!" 

Then,  one  night  he  came  home  after 
work  with  his  friends.  He  was  high.  In 
front  of  his  friends,  he  deliberately  started 
an  argument  with  me.  After  threatening 
me,  he  left.  He  returned  several  hours 
later,  after  midnight,  breaking  my 
bedroom  window  while  I was  sound  as- 
leep. I awoke  to  the  sound  of  glass  break- 


ing and,  shortly  thereafter,  his  fist  was  in 
my  face;  I was  still  in  bed. 

This  incident  has  now  been  through 
the  court  system,  and  he  will  be  in  prison 
for  a long  time.  For  me,  on  paper,  it’s  over. 
It’s  finished  between  us.  However,  in  my 
heart  I am  both  very  angry  with  him  and, 
at  the  same  time,  I am  still  in  love  with  him. 
I had  opened  my  heart  to  him  ~ that’s 
what  hurts. 

I’m  doing  better  now,  but  it’s  still  going 
to  take  time  to  fully  heal.  Even  though  my 
heart  was  broken  when  the  devil  got  my 
O.G.  angel,  I still  say  my  prayers,  and  I still 
believe  in  God.  I hope  and  know  some  day 
I will  probably  find  love  that’s  sincere. 
One  should  never  give  up  hope. 

"It  doesn’t  really  matter  how  long  an- 
gels stay  in  our  lives.  What  matters  is  that 
we  love  them.  Because  through  our  own 
love,  they  can  teach  us  all  about  heaven." 
— Karen  Goldman,  from  The  Angel  Book: 
A Handbook  for  Aspiring  Angels . 

Gang  members,  this  is  your  column. 
This  is  your  voice.  This  is  your  opportunity 
to  speak  out.  Send  your  words,  poems,  rap 
songs  and  art  work  to  Deanne  Berger- 
Moudgil,  Column  Editor  for  Gangspeak, 
c/o  New  Mission  News  777  Valencia  St., 
S,F.  94110  or  call  Deanne  via  her  pager 
#227-6338  or  leave  a message  at  864- 
6531. 


DIFFERING  IDEAS  ON  $250,000  FOR  MISSION  CORRIDOR 


by  Rafer  Guzman 

TF empers  flared  at  the  November  20 
meeting  of  the  Mission  Corridor  Transit 
Planning  Group,  an  ad  hoc  committee 
made  up  of  members  of  the  local  com- 
munity. The  Planning  Group  holds  in  its 
hands  $250,000  that  the  Federal  Transit 
Administration  says  should  be  spent  on 
improving  the  Mission  Corridor,  the 
length  of  Mission  Street  bordered  by  16th 
and  24th  streets. 

Those  hands  are  pulling  that  money  in 
different  directions.  "The  problem,"  says 
Planning  Group  leader  Doug 
Schoemaker,  "is  that  one  minute  we’ll  be 
talking  about  the  BART  plazas,  but  50 
minutes  later  the  idea  has  shifted  to  some- 
thing else." 

While  architects  Phil  Aguilar  and  Sue 
Degener  displayed  their  mock-ups  of 


parts  of  the  Mission  District,  the  Planning 
Group  discussed  several  options,  such  as 
installing  better  lighting  along  Mission 
Street,  providing  vendor’s  carts  to  be 
parked  outside  the  BART  plazas,  attract- 
ing more  business  to  the  Mission  District, 
and  getting  the  youth  involved  in  com- 
munity art  projects. 

Luz  Cervantes,  who  lives  on  Harrison 
Street  and  uses  the  Mission  BART  Sta- 
tions, disagreed  that  better  lighting 
creates  safety.  "There  are  unlit  streets  that 
do  a lot  of  business,"  he  said.  "Valencia 
Street,  Grant  Street.  Those  streets  feel 
safe.  Safety  depends  on  people’s  percep- 
tion of  safety." 

Ethel  Newlin,  a newcomer  to  the  Plan- 
ning Group,  worried  that  the  high  con- 
centration of  youth  would  scare  away 
potential  vendors  who  wished  to  set  up 
carts  in  the  BART  plazas.  "We  were  all 
kids  once,"  she  said.  "And  when  you’re  a 


kid,  you  like  to  cause  trouble." 

Frank  Morales,  former  head  of  the 
Mayor’s  Mission  Task  Force,  objected  to 
the  idea  of  funding  more  murals  for  the 
Mission.  "I’ve  got  a mural  across  the  street 
from  my  apartment  that  my  community 
paid  for,"  he  said.  "My  neighbors  have  to 
clean  the  urine  off  of  it.  It’s  a gorgeous 
mural,  but  the  drunks  and  drug  dealers 
just  see  it  as  a nice  place  to  get  high." 

There  was  a larger  issue  at  stake,  how- 
ever. One  man  asked  angrily,  "Is  this 
money  for  capital  improvement  or  for  so- 
cial programs?"  That  question  seemed  to 
divide  the  group  into  two  camps.  On  the 
one  side  there  are  those  who  wish  to  spend 
the  money  on  aesthetic  improvements 
such  as  kiosks  and  colonial-style  light  fix- 
tures; those  on  the  other  side  want  to  draw 
more  business  to  the  Mission  and  employ 
Mission  youth  by  involving  them  in  the 
area’s  upkeep. 


Degener  answered  the  question  by 
saying,  "This  money  is  for  whatever  the 
community  wants  to  spend  it  on."  The 
meeting  ended  on  an  uncertain  note,  with 
much  of  the  group  leaving  halfway 
through  to  talk  in  the  hall  outside.  Yet  one 
thing  is  for  sure:  the  "bus  bulbs"  are  com- 
ing. At  bus  stops  along  Mission  Street,  the 
curb  will  be  extended  into  the  parking 
lane,  forming  a waiting  area  for  pas- 
sengers. Instead  of  pulling  all  the  way  over 
to  the  curb  and  then  out  again  into  traffic, 
buses  will  simply  stop  in  the  right  lane 
while  picking  up  and  dropping  off  pas- 
sengers. Muni  is  already  set  to  install  the 
bulbs. 

The  meetings  of  the  Mission  Corridor 
Transit  Planning  Group  are  open  to  the 
public.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
December  9,  at  the  Centro  Del  Pueblo, 
474  Valencia  Street.  Call  864-6432  for 
more  information. 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 
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erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 
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by  Amy  Ryan 


WHERE  TO  FIND 
A GOOD  SCHOOL 


From  November  6th  through 
January  5th,  parents  will  struggle  to 
choose  a school  for  their  children  other 
than  their  slim  district  choices.  This  op- 
tional enrollment  period  can  be  a grueling 
one,  both  because  of  a city  ruling  that  no 
one  ethnic  group  can  make  up  more  than 
40  to  45  per  cent  of  a school’s  enrollment 
and  because  of  a lack  of  a comprehensive 
evaluation  of  the  city’s  schools.  But  since 
the  recent  publication  of  Steve  Rees’ 
three-part  series,  Choosing  a Public 
School  For  Your  Child,  the  latter  is  no 
longer  a factor. 

The  series  profiles  each  public  school 
in  San  Francisco  and  includes  informa- 
tion compiled  from  interviews  with  school 
staff,  data  from  public  sources,  and  a 
general  examination  of  school  grounds. 
Rees  published  the  books  because  of  his 
own  experiences  trying  to  enroll  his  son  in 
an  appropriate  school. 

"What  I really  wanted  desperately,"  he 
said,  "and  didn’t  get  at  the  time,  were 
three  things:  the  ability  to  recognize  a 
healthy  school  when  I saw  it,  opinions 
from  wiser  parents  already  immersed  in 
their  children’s  elementary  schools,  and 
facts."  The  trio  of  books  provides  just  what 
Rees  lacked  during  his  search. 

Choosing  A Public  Elementary  School 
evaluates  schools  according  to  each 
institution’s  academic  program,  student 
enrollment  by  neighborhoods,  student 
test  scores  (Comprehensive  Test  of  Basic 
Skills),  class  sizes  by  grade  level,  and  stu- 
dent-to-staff  ratios.  In  looking  at  Mission 
elementary  schools,  Bryant  School,  while 
scoring  low  on  CTBS  scores,  houses  a 
diverse  student  body  and  ranks  in  the  top 
third  of  elementary  schools  in  terms  of 
district-allotted  money  per  student.  Cesar 
Chavez  School  also  ranked  low  in  CTBS 
scores,  but  it  strives  to  provide  solid 
education  through  a focus  on  science, 
technology,  and  foreign  language 
development. 

Marshal]  School  students  scored  low 
on  reading  and  math  averages,  but  the 
school  has  a higher  percentage  of  gifted 
students  than  either  Bryant  or  Chavez. 


Marshall  principal  Rosendo  Marin  has 
won  a statewide  award  for  parent  involve- 
ment, as  well  as  a Family-to-Family 
KTVU  "Parents  Make  a Difference" 
award. 

Choosing  A Public  Middle  School 
utilizes  the  same  criteria  as  the  elemen- 
tary school  guide,  but  adds  sections  on 
sports,  nearby  resources,  and  school  and 
neighborhood  safety.  Horace  Mann 
School  ranks  high  in  CTBS  scores  and  is 
one  of  two  alternative  middle  schools 
whose  students  all  chose  to  attend.  Since 
the  school’s  "rebirth"  in  1984,  it  has  won 
several  awards  for  excellence  including: 
Exemplary  Middle  School  in  1986, 
California  Distinguished  School  in  1990, 
and  National  Education  Association  Ex- 
cellence in  Action  Award  in  1992.  Everett 
School  scored  moderately  in  CTBS  rank- 
ing, but  has  topnotch  computer  labs,  an 
influx  of  young,  energetic  teachers,  and  a 
unique  cooperative  council  with  both 
Sanchez  Elementary  School  and  Mission 
High. 

Choosing  A Public  High  School  uses 
the  same  effective  outline  as  the  middle 
school  manual,  and  includes  student  com- 
ments. Mission  High  School  ranks  low  in 
CTBS  scores  and  high  in  crime,  but  has  a 
comprehensive  program  that  offers  stu- 
dents the  opportunity  to  get  a better-than- 
average  education.  Mission  has  a 
Step-To-College  program  that  most  stu- 
dents utilize,  allowing  them  to  earn  up  to 
12  college  credits  through  classes  taught 
by  visiting  S.F.  State  professors.  One  stu- 
dent comments:  "The  support  that  you  get 
from  the  teachers  and  others  will  really 
help  you.  The  teachers  need  to  be  stricter 
and  more  to  the  point  with  students  who 
don’t  want  to  go  to  school...  School  should 
be  there  only  if  the  students  want  it." 

The  Choosing  A Public  School  series 
is  available  at  local  bookstores.  Each 
component  costs  $14.95.  Steve  Rees  will 
speak  about  the  guides  at  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia,  on  December 
12th  at  7 JO  pm. 


VALENCIA 

CREPES 


NOW  OPEN  FOR 
. BREAKFAST 
. LUNCH 
. DINNER  a 

♦ 

DAILY  SPECIALS 

SERVED  WITH  SOUP  OR  SALAD,  HOME  FRIES  AND  FRUIT 

PRIMAVERA  $6.75 
SALSA  $5.95 

CHICKEN  OR  SHRIMP  FAJITA  $7.95 

1007  1\2  VALENCIA  ST.  @21STST. 

OPEN  MON-THUR  9AM-10PM, 

FRI&SAT  8AM- 11PM,  SUN  8AM-10PM 

TEL:  550-2339 


WHERE  TO  FIND 
A GOOD  DOCTOR 


T* ired  of  thumbing  through  the  Yel- 
low Pages  searching  for  the  right  doctor? 
Look  no  further.  KQED/San  Francisco 
Focus  have  provided  the  Bay  area  with 
Smart  Health  1995.  an  anthology  of  acces- 
sible and  affordable  health  care.  Filled 
with  referrals  and  articles  addressing 
nearly  every  ailment  — including  sections 
on  AIDS  and  women’s  health  - it  is  a 
guide  geared  toward  not  only  treatment, 
but  also  prevention. 

The  writers  tell  us  what  we  already 
know,  that  ill-health  is  for  the  most  part 
preventable,  and  that  ultimate  well-being 
is  often  determined  by  circumstances 
within  our  control.  The  common  thread  of 
many  entries  is  that  stress,  a condition 
plaguing  so  many  Mission  residents,  is  the 
cause  of  many  health  problems. 

In  a city  bustling  with  constant  activity, 
is  would  seem  there’s  no  escaping  urban 
stresses.  But  if  moving  to  a quaint  cottage 
in  the  country  is  not  in  the  cards,  there’s 
still  hope. 

In  his  article  "Seven  Keys  to  Optimal 
Health,"  Michael  Castleman  writes  that  in 
addition  to  eating  right,  exercising 
regularly,  and  avoiding  substance  abuse, 
the  key  to  well-being  lies  in  stress  load 
management.  Castleman  provides  a list  of 
proverbial  helpful  measures  ranging  from 
"analyzing  your  problems"  to  "feeling  your 


feelings."  Since  "over  time,  stress  builds  to 
the  point  where  it  becomes  distress,  and 
we  may  develop  headaches,  abdominal 
problems,  or  other  physical  or  emotional 
ailments  for  no  apparent  reason,"  it  can’t 
hurt  to  give  these  simple  and  often- 
prescribed  solutions  another  try. 

Psychosomatic  or  not,  when  you’re 
sick,  you’re  sick.  Stress  reduction  will  help 
deal  with  illness,  but  when  medical  treat- 
ment becomes  necessary  it’s  imperative  to 
know  what’s  available.  This  is  where 
Smart  Health’s  appendix  comes  in  handy. 
Perhaps  the  book’s  best  asset,  the  back 
pages  list  the  Bay  Area’s  hospitals  and 
surgery  centers.  Aside  from  these  centers’ 
numbers  and  locations,  Smart  Health 
gives  us  what  we  really  want  to  know:  the 
number  of  doctors  on  staff,  the  number  of 
nurses  per  bed,  the  specialized  programs 
offered,  and  the  major  strengths  of  the 
facilities.  Also  useful  is  the  book’s  "Help 
from  A to  Z"  section,  an  extensive  list  of 
advocacy  groups,  health  centers  and 
clinics. 

An  essential  part  to  anyone’s  plan  for 
maintaining  good  health  through  illness 
prevention  and  effective  treatment,  Smart 
Health  1995  may  be  ordered  by  calling  the 
offices  of  KQED/San  Francisco  Focus  at 
553-2800.  At  $3.95,  it’s  a small  price  to  pay 
for  well-being. 


WHERE  TO  FIND 
BEETHOVEN 


If  you  think  orchestra  performances 
are  pretentious  black-tie  affairs  with  big 
ticket  prices,  you’re  in  for  a cultural 
awakening.  Saturday,  December  30th  at 
3 pm,  the  Community  Music  Center  Or- 
chestra and  Chorus  brings  its  New  Year’s 
performanc  tradition  to  the  Mission  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  23rd  and  Capp  — for 
free. 

The  program  includes  Ode  to  Joy,  the 
choral  finale  of  Beethoven’s  ninth  sym- 
phony, and  Mozart’s  Serenade  in  D 
Major.  Urs  Leonhardt  Steiner  will  con- 
duct. The  concert  serves  as  a preview  to 
the  CMCO’s  annual  New  Year’s  Concerts 
to  be  held  in  the  theater  district.  Back-to- 
back  performances  of  the  two  pieces  are 
slated  for  the  First  Congregational 
Church  on  Post  and  Mason  at  10  p.m.  on 
New  Year’s  Eve  (no  charge)  and  at  4 p.m. 


on  New  Year’s  Day  ($10  donation). 

The  CMCO  was  founded  in  1987  by 
conductor  Steiner,  and  is  sponsored  by 
the  Community  Music  Center,  located  at 
544  Capp  Street.  The  Center  strives  to 
make  music  accessible  to  the  Mission  by 
providing  inexpensive  lessons  and  free 
concerts  to  the  neighborhood. 

With  60  musicians,  including  a full 
chorus,  the  December  30th  performance 
is  a production  not  to  be  missed.  Com- 
munity Music  Center  Public  Relations 
Manager  and  CMCO  violinist  Clair  Har- 
mon said,  "I  never  get  tired  of  doing  it. 
[Ode  to  Joy]  is  a wonderful  piece  of  music, 
and  New  Year’s  is  the  perfect  occasion  to 
play  and  hear  it." 

With  an  endorsement  like  that,  who 
could  stay  away?  For  more  information, 
call  the  Community  Music  Center  at  (415) 
647-6015. 


T 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

] Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  • 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 


db 


OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 


BUY  OR  TRADE 


Old  Photos,  Ephemera, 
Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 


Hours:  Noon  to  9:00  pm  Daily 


Wayne  Holder 

3686  20*  Street  (at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 10  (415)  648-0957 


Gigi  Fiorucci 
Don  Russo 

2401  16th  Street  • 

at  Bryant  Street 

across  from  Seals  Stadium 

Breakfast,  Lunch 
& Banquets 


on  site  parking 

621-9859 
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ARABIAN  NIGHTS,  A MIDDLE  EAST  FEAST 


by  Victor  Miller 

You  bring  home  a new  video  from  the 
rental  place.  You  don’t  know  anything 
about  it,  but  the  packaging  looked  intrigu- 
ing. As  the  opening  credits  start  to  roll 
across  the  screen,  you  notice  with  some 
apprehension  that  the  writer,  producer, 
and  director  are  the  same  person.  Un- 
restricted creative  control  has  been  given 
over  to  one  individual,  so  you  know  you’re 
in  for  either  some  serious  aesthetic  dis- 
comfort if  that  person  is  Ed  Wood  or  a 
darn  good  time  if  it’s  Woody  Allen. 

It’s  the  same  with  new  restaurants, 
especially  ones  that  try  to  blend  cultural 
ambiance  and  ethnic  cuisine.  When  the 
entire  concept,  from  the  food  to  the  wall 
hangings,  rests  on  the  imagination  and 
abilities  of  a single  person,  the  result  is 
either  an  epicurean  train  wreck  or  one  of 
those  memorable  first-encounter  dining 
experiences  we  all  like  to  call  a "dis- 
covery." Arabian  Nights,  after  six  months 
of  preparations  and  fussing,  is  now  open 
and  it’s  clearly  in  the  discovery  category. 

The  space  it  occupies,  near  the  corner 
of  19th  and  Valencia,  has  been  completely 
transformed  since  the  days  of  the  previous 
occupant,  Athens  by  Night,  though  a small 
waterfall  still  streams  down  the  same  faux 
boulders  on  the  room’s  southern  wall.  As 
you  enter  Arabian  Nights,  the  waterfall 
takes  up  one  side  of  the  long  runway 
stretch  parallel  to  the  bar.  Low  tables  sur- 
rounded by  hassocks  and  topped  with 
engraved  metal  trays  line  the  boulder- 
work,  creating  a cavern-like  dining  area. 
This  opens  up  into  a larger  room  fes- 
tooned with  colored  prints  on  the  walls 
and  ceilings,  Brass  wall  hangings,  urns, 
hookahs,  and  middle  eastern  etceteras, 
give  the  impression  of  a bedouin  tent.  The 
belly  dancers  who  nightly  swirl  and  undu- 
late in  intimate  proximity  to  the  audience 
complete  a scene  of  exotic  exuberance,  a 
fine  escape  from  the  workaday  world. 

The  driving  force  behind  Arabian 
Nights  — the  writer,  producer,  and  direc- 
tor of  this  lavish  undertaking  — is  Jawad 
Tawasha.  Originally  from  Jerusalem, 


Tawasha  operated  Cate  Jawad  in  the 
Western  Addition  for  10  years  before  high 
rents  forced  him  to  consider  a move  to  the 
more  economical  but  still  bustling  Mis- 
sion. In  addition  to  selecting  all  the  fur- 
nishings, overseeing  the  remodeling  and 
creating  the  menu,  Tawasha  is  also  the 
head  chef.  He  began  as  a deli  cook  at  his 
former  establishment  on  a learn-as-you- 


go  basis  and  has  in  the  course  of  a decade 
developed  a keen  sense  of  proportioning 
and  blending  the  multitude  of  ingredients 
that  go  into  authentic  middle  eastern 
dishes.  However,  this  does  not  mean  ap- 
petizer-sized portions  of  cutely  carved 
food;  portions  are  large  and  filling. 

One  of  the  most  distinctive  and  satis- 
fying items  on  the  menu  is  the  Bedouin’s 
Feast,  a dish  that  can  be  ordered  with  just 
vegetables  ($9.50),  with  chicken  ($11.50), 
or  with  seafood  ($12.50).  I had  the 
seafood  version,  and  it  came  with 
generous  helpings  of  jumbo  prawns  and 
filleted  catfish.  It’s  always  a challenge  to 
keep  catfish  from  tasting  dry  and  bland. 


but  Tawasha’s  seasonings  overcame  that 
problem.  The  fish  was  both  moist  and 
tasty,  as  were  the  steamed  carrots,  zuc- 
chini, squash,  and  garbanzo  beans.  These 
were  all  combined  with  the  seafood  and 
served  piping  hot  atop  a mound  of  cous- 
cous. A scattering  of  raisins  throughout 
made  for  an  nice  interplay  of  tastes  and 
textures.  But,  of  course,  what  held  the 


entire  thing  together  was  the  combination 
of  seasonings  and  spices.  According  to 
Jawad,  they  included  white  pepper,  garlic, 
red  wine,  vinegar,  soy  sauce,  lemon  juice, 
red  vinegar,  olive  oil,  salt,  and  pepper. 

Although  this  isn’t  a hot  dish  in  the 
sense  of  being  spicy,  it  leaves  a tingle  that 
stays  on  the  lips  after  several  bites.  Lucki- 
ly, Arabian  Nights  has  something  espe- 
cially designed  to  cool  that  tingle  and  to 
refresh  the  palate  for  the  next  bite.  It’s 
called  an  Arabian  Breeze.  The  Arabian 
Breeze  (a  vast  improvement  over  the 
other  two  Mission  bar  creations,  Doctor 
Bombay’s  Pixie  Piss  and  Zeitgeist’s  Dead 
Elvis)  consists  of  vodka,  rum,  peppermint 


schnapps,  pina  colada  mix,  and  pmeapple 
juice.  It  is  the  creation  of,  you  guessed  it, 
Jawad  Tawasha.  The  schnapps  mellows 
the  bite  of  the  rum  and  vodka,  which  in 
turn  keep  the  schnapps  from  being  too 
sweet.  It  goes  perfectly  with  the  Bedouin’s 
Feast. 

The  dinner  menu  also  includes  the 
vegetarian  mezza  plates,  a variety  of  mid- 
dle eastern  condiments,  herbs,  and 
vegetables  that  you  scoop  on  pieces  of  pita 
bread,  falafel,  stuffed  grape  leaves,  and 
salads.  Mezza  plates  run  between  $3.50 
and  $5.75.  If  you  want  a sampler  of  the 
best  mezza  dishes,  $11.00  will  get  you  the 
Plate  of  Forty  Thieves,  which  includes 
both  hummus  and  the  roasted  eggplant 
favorite  baba  ghanouj.  This  was  the  first 
dish  Jawad  created  at  his  former  location 
and,  after  a decade  of  fine  tuning,  it  serves 
as  an  especially  savory  introduction  to  the 
Arabian  Nights  gustatory  ensemble. 

Arabian  Nights’  lunch  menu  features 
smaller  (though  not  a whole  lot  smaller) 
versions  of  the  dinner  menu.  If  you’ve  got 
a real  appetite,  order  the  Sinbad  Feast 
Shish  Kabob  ($6.95),  a ground  sirloin 
shish  kabob  served  atop  a heaping  helping 
of  couscous  mixed  with  steamed  carrots, 
garbanzo  beans,  zucchini,  yellow  squash, 
butter  squash,  and  turnips  along  with  a 
scattering  of  raisins.  It’s  a good  hot  meal, 
just  the  thing  to  take  the  cold  and  damp- 
ness out  of  the  bones  on  a winter  after- 
noon. It  can  also  be  ordered  with  chicken 
or  lamb. 

The  Mission  has  always  had  a number 
of  middle  eastern  cafes  and  restaurants, 
most  of  them  quite  popular.  None  have 
been  put  together  on  such  an  ambitious 
order  as  Arabian  Nights,  whose  belly  dan- 
cers, elaborate  decor,  moderate  prices, 
and  extremely  well-executed  menu  should 
make  it  an  instant  local  favorite. 

Arabian  Nights  is  open  Tuesday 
through  Saturday  from  11-3  for  lunch,  from 
3-6  for  happy  hour,  and  from  6-12  for  din- 
ner. The  restaurant  features  nightly  belly 
dancing,  with  male  belly  dancing  on  Satur- 
days. Call  821-9747. 


Jawad  Tawasha  with  belly  dancers  Kristen  Berg  and  Amy  Maderino  of  the  group 
Lunatique  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


$50,000,000 

AVAILABLE  FOR  BUSINESSES 


Loans  up  to  $250,000  are  available  through  the  Mayor’s  Office 
of  Community  Development,  for  businesses  operating  in  San 
Francisco.  Loans  must  result  in  the  creation  of  jobs  for  low 
income  residents. 

Applicants  for  the  fund  must  show  evidence  that  they  are 
unable  to  secure  all,  or  portion  of,  the  project  financing  through  a 
bank,  have  a reasonable  credit  history  and  be  able  to  repay  the 
debt.  The  interest  rate  is  typically  fixed  at  prime.  Loan  maturity 
varies. 

If  you  are  interested  in  applying  for  a loan  call  one  of  the 
following  agencies: 

Asian,  Inc.  Mission  Economic 

928-5910  Development  Association  282-3334 


South  of  Market  Foundation 
512-9676 


Urban  Economic 

Development  Corporation  923-0105 


zapateria 


TAMING  OF  THE  SHOE 


1736  Haight  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94117 
Tel:  415.221.4453  Fax:  415.221.4569 


WE  STOCK  THE 
BEST  SELECTION 
OF  NEW, 
RECONDITIONED 
AND  VINTAGEN 
CLASSIC  SHOES  IN 
THE  CITY. 

FULL  SHOE  REPAIR 
SERVICES 


FOOD  NOT  BOMBS  serves  free  vegetarian  meals  at 
6 PM  every  day  at  UN  plaza,  empowering  people  and  working  to  end 
hunger.  We  need  your  tax  deductible  contributions  of: 

• non-perishable  foods  • cooking  supplies  • video  equipment 

• cash  • bikes  & bike  carts  • a reliable  truck 

We  also  need  volunteers  to  drive,  cook,  compost,  serve  meals, 
organize  benefits,  spread  the  word,  etc  Call  us  for  more  information. 


San  Francisco  Food  Not  Bomb; 

(415)  9S7-70S7  • P.O.  Box  40485  • SF,  CA  94140 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

FOREIGN  & 

DOMESTIC 
AUTO  REPAIRS 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
A WEEK 


$10 

OFF 

SMOG 

INSPECTION 


OFFICIAL  CA 
SMOG  STATION 

• Dependable  work— I 

• A Community-Oriented  People’s  Garage 

• Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  BART  & Downtown 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 

• "Do-it-yourself"  Membership  Available 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 


FREE  BRAKE 
& SAFETY 
INSPECTION. 
($22  VALUE) 
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IT’S  YOUR  TURN  TO  BE  SANTA 

PLACES  TO  VOLUNTEER  DURING  THE  HOLIDAYS 


by  Amy  Ryan 

rJ.\e  stores  are  filling  up  with 
holiday  merchandise,  shopkeepers  are 
drooling  with  anticipation  of  heavy  sales, 
people  are  brimming  with  good  cheer  or 
muttering  "bah  humbug."  Yep,  it’s  that 
time  of  year.  And  if  you’re  looking  for 
ways  to  get  into  the  holiday  spirit,  try 
donating  some  time  to  a worthy  cause. 
You  don’t  have  to  have  a glove  box  full  of 
parking  tickets  to  get  on  the  bandwagon 
either.  Simply  choose  an  area  of  need  that 
holds  some  interest  to  you  and  find  out 
how  you  can  help.  It’s  free  and  easy,  and 
doggone  it,  it  makes  you  feel  good. 

If  you’re  into  KIDS,  the  following  or- 
ganizations need  holiday  he|p: 

Columbia  Park  Boys  Club 
450  Guerrero  Street 
Contact:  James  Littlejohn,  861-8232 

The  center  is  dedicated  to  working 
with  children  of  all  backgrounds  to  help 
them  become  responsible  citizens  and 
leaders.  Items  needed:  ping  pong  table. 


St.  John’s  Educational 
Thresholds  Center 
1661  15th  Street 
Contact:  Ethel  Newlin,  864-5205 

St.  John’s  is  2m  educational  center 
providing  support  services  for  at-risk 
youth  in  the  North  Mission.  The  center 
provides  free  after-school  tutoring,  men- 
toring, and  other  activities.  Volunteers 
are  needed  to  help  distribute  gifts  for  kids 
ages  8-14  and  to  assist  with  a potluck  buf- 
fet on  December  14th  from  4 to  7 p.m. 
Items  needed:  general  school  supplies, 
gifts. 


Mission  Neighborhood  Health  Center 
240  Shotwell  Street 
Contact:  J.D.  Larson  or  Elsa  De 
Pineras,  552-1013  x202  or  x226. 

The  health  center  will  hold  a 
children’s  Christmas  party  from  11  a.m.  to 
4 p.m.  on  December  16th.  Volunteers  are 
needed  to  assist  in  distributing  food  and 
gifts  and  to  help  with  the  children  during 
the  festivities.  Photo  opportunities  with 
Santa  are  part  of  the  fun. 


Saint  Charles  School 
3250  18th  Street 

Contact:  Lynne  Phillips,  861-7652 

The  school  is  looking  for  a volunteer 
group  to  host  a holiday  party  from  9 a.m. 
to  2:30  p.m.  on  December  13th  or  14th  for 
a group  of  low- income  elementary  school 
children.  Items  needed:  Food,  gifts, 
games,  prizes,  and  the  like. 

If  you  want  to  work  with  SENIORS, 
the  following  organizations  need  you: 

Senior  Action  Network 

1370  Mission  Street,  3rd  Floor 
Contact:  Judi  Reid  863-2033 

Senior  Action  Network  is  a city-wide 
senior  citizen’s  advocacy  organization.  Its 
20,000  members  work  on  issues  of  health 
care,  transportation,  and  crime  preven- 
tion. Items  needed:  Portable  public  ac- 
cess system,  table-top  podium  with 
built-in  sound  system  and  microphone. 

Centro  Latino  de  San  Francisco 
1656 15th  Street 

Contact:  Lisia  Hernandez,  861-8758 

The  center  provides  transportation, 
education,  and  health  care  to  seniors. 
Volunteers  are  needed  the  first  and 
second  weeks  of  December  and  on 
December  22nd  to  serve  holiday  meals 
and  provide  general  assistance. 


Francis  of  Assisi  Community  House 

145  Guerrero  Street 

Contact*  Rosario  Ortiz,  621-4092 

A residence  and  day  center  for  seniors 
that  serves  daily  free  lunches,  the  or- 
ganization needs  volunteers  to  prepare 
and  serve  dinner  on  December  22nd  from 
9 a.m.  to  3 p.m. 


If  you’re  interested  in  helping  TRAN- 
SITIONAL LIVING  CENTERS  AND 
SHELTERS,  contact  the  following: 


Guerrero  House 
899  Guerrero  Street 
Contact:  Anne  Polt  or 
Lydia  Baeschel,  550-4478/550-4476 

The  Guerrero  House  is  a center  of 
transitional  living  for  homeless  youths 
ages  18  to  21.  During  their  stay  of  up  to  18 
months,  residents  gain  the  skills  to  make 
the  transition  from  life  on  the  streets  to 
stable,  independent  living.  Volunteers  are 
needed  on  or  around  December  16th  to 
decorate  the  house  for  the  holiday  season. 
Items  needed:  decorations  and  a portable 
CD/tape/radio  player. 

Lifeline  Ministries  Women’s  Shelter 
424  Guerrero  Street 
Contact:  Rebecca  Bunwell,  861-4820 

The  center  provides  homeless  women 
with  a transitional  shelter  while  they 
search  for  permanent  housing  and 
employment.  Volunteers  are  needed  to 
wrap  Christmas  and  Hanukkah  gifts  for 
shelter  residents.  Date  to  be  announced. 


Women’s  Alcoholism  Center 
2261  Bryant  Street 
Contact:  Jennifer  Michaels, 
282-8901 

An  advocacy  center  and  residential 
program  for  women  and  their  families 
that  specializes  in  drug  and  alcohol  abuse 
treatment,  the  organization  is  seeking 
volunteers  to  wrap  holiday  gifts  for  mem- 
bers. 


Riley  Center 
3543  18th  Street  #4 
Contact:  Beth  Freedman  or  Anita 
Martin,  255-2754 

The  center  provides  services  for  bat- 
tered women  through  the  community  of- 
fice and  their  emergency  and  transitional 
shelters.  Female  volunteers  are  needed 
to  help  deliver  gifts  to  families  on  Decem- 
ber 20  through  23rd  (Deadline  Dec.  I5th). 
It  would  be  helpful  if  volunteers  had  a car 
or  valid  driver’s  license. 


To  help  centers  providing  services  to 
those  with  HIV  or  AIDS,  contact  the  fol- 
lowing: 


Project  Open  Hand 
2729  17th  Street 
Contact:  Ben  Bloom  252-2771 

Project  Open  Hand  is  a food  bank  that 
makes  and  distributes  meals  to  com- 
munity members  with  symptomatic  HIV. 
The  center  needs  volunteers  for  holiday 
gift-wrapping  on  December  2nd  and  3rd 
and  for  gift  distribution  from  4 p.m.  to  7 
p.m.  on  December  16th.  Volunteers  are 
also  needed  to  help  deliver  food  from 
December  15th-30th,  excluding 
Christmas  Eve  and  Day. 


Cohen  Residence 
220  Dolores  Street 

Contact:  Jill  Russel,  558-0503 

The  center  is  an  affordable  residence 
for  those  homeless  and  HIV  positive 
people  who  need  assistance  with  inde- 
pendent living.  The  organization  seeks 
volunteers  to  trim  the  center’s  Christmas 
tree  and  to  put  up  decorations  on  a date 
to  be  announced.  Volunteers  are  also 
needed  to  bake  holiday  cookies  and  help 
prepare  and  serve  Christmas  dinner, 
Volunteers  should  feel  comfortable  in  the 
kitchen. 

Since  GOOD  EATS  help  bring  good 
spirits,  check  out  the  following: 

San  Francisco  Food  Bank 
333  Illinois 

Contact:  Deirdre  Moynihan, 
957-1076 

To  help  feed  over  90,000  people 
during  the  holiday  season,  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Food  Bank  is  sponsoring  a drive  at 
Safeway  stores  throughout  the  area  in 
December.  You  can  drop  off  non-perish- 
able food  items  in  their  designated  red 
barrels  or  volunteer  your  time.  Food  and 
clothing  can  also  be  dropped  off  at  any 
Mission-area  Goodwill. 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 

Natural  Nieman  Schell  Beef  And  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 
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THE  BEAT  GOES  ON  AT  THE  3300 

DRINKERS’  BAR  GETS  VERSIFIED  EVERY  OTHER  TUESDAY 


by  Rafer  Guzman 

T he  3300  Club  is  a drinker’s  bar. 
The  doors  open  at  7 a.m.,  and  while  most 
people  are  having  their  morning  coffee, 
the  regulars  at  this  little  watering  hole  on 
the  corner  of  Mission  and  29th  are  belting 
back  a few  stiff  ones.  The  grizzled  faces 
along  the  bar  are  those  of  longshoremen, 
plumbers  and  other  blue  collar  union 
men,  who  have  been  coming  to  this  place 
since  it  opened  as  a brewery  in  1933. 
These  men  know  each  other  by  name,  and 
the  bartender  knows  what  they  drink 
without  being  asked. 

But  on  the  second  and  last  Tuesdays 
of  every  month,  the  crowd  changes 
noticeably.  The  longshoremen  find  them- 
selves rubbing  elbows  with  students,  beat- 
niks, college  professors,  and  women  with 
pink  hair.  Instead  of  the  dull  thunking  and 
dinging  of  the  creaky  pinball  machine  in 
the  corner,  the  bar  is  filled  with  a new  and 
foreign  sound:  poetry. 

The  "33"  has  always  been  a working- 
class  bar,  and  Jack  Keane  kept  it  that  way 
when  he  took  it  over  in  1959.  His  wife 
Nancy  was  not  allowed  in  the  bar  except 
to  pick  up  the  mail  and  pay  the  bills.  When 
Jack  died  in  1990,  Nancy,  who  had  been 
working  at  a bank  for  the  past  17  years, 
became  the  sole  owner  and  manager.  "The 
regulars  were  afraid  of  me,"  she  says. 
"They  were  afraid  I was  going  to  sell  the 
bar.  But  they  told  me  not  to  change  any- 
thing, and  I didn’t." 

Nancy  eventually  gained  the  trust  of 
the  regulars,  who  up  until  recently 
referred  to  her  as  "Mrs.  Keane."  But  in 
1992,  she  decided  it  was  time  for  a change. 
"I’ve  been  writing  poetry  since  I was 
seven,"  she  says.  "I  was  a very  quiet  kid, 
and  that  was  how  I got  my  feelings  out." 

A quiet  girl  with  15  sisters,  Keane 
played  drums  in  a band  at  the  tender  age 
of  14.  At  the  time,  the  Beats  were  in  their 
heyday.  "I  used  to  play  at  what’s  now 


called  Spec’s  in  North  Beach,"  she  says, 
"which  of  course  is  across  from  City 
Lights.  After  the  show,  I’d  go  there  and 
hear  people  like  Ferlenghetti  and  Rexroth 
read  their  poetry.  That’s  when  everybody 
was  doing  this."  She  snaps  her  fingers 
coolly,  a la  Jack  Kerouac. 

It  was  Nancy’s  sister,  poet  Geri 
Digiorno,  who  encouraged  her  to  hold 
readings  at  the  33.  On  the  first  page  of 
Digiorno’s  recent  book,  there  is  an  ex- 
cerpt from  a letter  written  by  their  mother 
circa  1916:  "Despite  father’s  wishes,  I am 
not  cut  out  to  be  a bookkeeper.  I think  I 
would  better  make  a poetess,  as  I have 
written  several  that  have  been  declared 
wonderful..."  Banker-turned-poet  Nancy 
could  have  written  that  letter  herself.  She 
nods  her  head  sagely:  "Obviously,  it’s  in 
our  blood." 

When  they  first  heard  about  the  poetry 
nights,  the  old  guard  at  the  33  thought 
Nancy  was  "touched,"  as  she  puts  it.  "But 
they  all  came,"  she  says,  "out  of  respect  to 
Jack  and  to  me."  Nancy  worried  about  a 
possible  culture  clash  between  the  two 
crowds,  but  to  her  surprise,  the  evenings 
turned  out  quite  harmoniously.  "As  soon 
as  the  poets  start  reading,"  she  says,  "the 
room  goes  quiet.  They  listen  to  every 
single  word.  And  they’ll  go  up  to  the  poets 
afterwards  and  ask  them  about  their  work. 
These  are  longshoremen  we’re  talking 
about." 

The  poets’  reactions  have  also  been 
positive.  "We  have  people  saying  all  the 
time  that  this  is  the  only  place  they’ve  ever 
felt  really  comfortable  reading"  Nancy 
says  proudly.  "See,  this  is  a very  open 
forum.  We  aren’t  leaning  towards  any  one 
kind  of  poetry.  Anyone  can  read  here." 

That  includes  award-winning  poet 
Neeli  Cherkovski,  music  writer  Larry  O. 
Dean,  KPFA’s  Jack  Foley,  a kid  named 
Chaunce  who  wandered  in  off  the  street, 
and  Beat  veteran  Ruth  Weiss,  who  Nancy 
gladly  signed  up  for  a reading-without 
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Poetry  impresario  Nancy  Keane  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


knowing  who  she  was.  "Somebody  finally 
told  me,"  says  Nancy.  "I  was  so  embar- 
rassed, but  Ruth  thought  it  was  great." 

The  33’s  reputation  has  spread  far  and 
wide  since  that  first  night  in  1992.  "I  get 
’em  from  all  over,"  says  Nancy,  rolling  her 
eyes.  "Marin,  Berkeley,  Petaluma,  Wallal- 
la."  Poetry  Flash  regularly  points  budding 
writers  to  Nancy’s  door.  Bookstores  in 
Maryland,  Colorado,  and  New  York  carry 
her  bi-annual  anthology,  Poetry  at  the  33. 
Available  at  the  bar,  just  above  the  bottles 
of  gin  and  vodka,  are  half  a dozen  chap- 
books  by  unknown  and  well-known  poets 
alike,  published  monthly  by  Nancy’s  own 
3300  Press. 

Nancy  compares  the  scene  at  the  33  to 
the  old  North  Beach  era,  with  one  excep- 
tion: today’s  poets  don’t  drink.  "The  laws 
have  changed  since  the  Beat  days,"  she 
says,  shrugging.  "It’s  a safety  issue.  Drunk 
driving."  This  means,  of  course,  that 
poetry  nights  are  not  big  money-  makers. 
"Oh,  it’s  a complete  financial  loss.  They 
don’t  drink,  and  they  don’t  tip,  and  the 
bartenders  complain.  I mean,  poets  are 
poor." 

But  instead  of  charging  for  admission, 
Nancy  decided  to  offer  free  food.  "If  I 
know  Jack  Foley  is  going  to  read,  I make 


chicken  tetrazzini  because  that’s  his 
favorite  dish.  For  my  sister,  it’s  tuna  fish 
sandwiches."  Nancy,  like  most  poets,  is 
not  in  it  for  the  money.  "I  do  this  so  people 
can  get  their  work  heard,  and  so  they  can 
get  their  work  in  print.  You  know,  I didn’t 
realize  how  important  it  is  to  poets  to  be 
printed.  It  really  gives  them  a lift." 

Despite  the  presence  of  the  literati, 
the  33  retains  its  homey  and  singularly 
Mission  District  flavor.  "Look  around," 
says  Nancy,  pointing  at  the  noontime 
patrons.  "Right  now  we’ve  got  German, 
Spanish,  Dutch,  Italian,  Greek.  This  is 
probably  the  one  place  in  the  area  where 
you  can  walk  in  and  find  a representative 
from  every  ethnic  group."  And  it’s  still  a 
drinker’s  bar.  A patron  raises  his  glass  in 
a raucous  toast.  "Keep  it  down  over  there," 
she  calls  out,  and  he  does.  She  gives  him  a 
wink. 

"I’d  love  to  have  more  poets,"  says 
Nancy.  "All  they  have  to  do  is  come  and  sit 
through  one  night,  and  they’ll  find  out." 

The  3300  Club  is  located  at  3300  Mis- 
sion Street.  The  next  reading  is  scheduled 
for  December  12.  Call  826-6886  for  more 
information. 
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THE  DREAMER  OF  PEACE 


AT  85  ARTIST  HOMERO  HERRERA’S  IDEALISM  REMAINS  STRONG 


Homero  Herrera  amid  his  many  paintings.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


by  Bronwyn  Neal 


xmrtist  Homero  Herrera  lives  just 
off  Mission  Street  in  a modest  modern- 
style  building  whose  exterior  is  as  flat  and 
nondescript  as  its  beige  paint  job. 

Inside,  the  palette  brightens.  Three 
parakeets,  vivid  green,  yellow,  and  blue, 
squawk  in  the  kitchen  as  Herrera  shows 
me  to  the  living  room,  where  a hundred  or 
so  of  his  paintings  lean  against  every  wall, 
every  piece  of  furniture,  even  the 
fireplace.  It  is  here,  among  varying  hues 
and  textures,  that  the  85-year-old 
Equador-bom  painter  works,  thinks 
about  peace  and  change,  and  reflects  on 
his  life. 

The  first  painting  he  shows  me,  "Sym- 
bol of  Peace,"  depicts  four  Indian  women 
who  gaze  straight  at  the  viewer,  and  a dove 
feeding  a smaller  dove.  A web  of  cross- 
hatched  strokes  give  the  painting  a quality 
similar  to  stained  glass  church  windows. 

A World  War  II  veteran,  Herrera  likes 
to  paint  "images  of  life."  His  works  in- 
clude portraits  of  his  grandchildren,  pas- 
toral outdoor  scenes,  seascapes,  and 
numerous  depictions  of  South  American 
Indian  culture.  In  "Esperando  la  Tortilla," 
a young  girl  watches  with  expectation  as 
her  mother  makes  a tortilla.  "Aroma  de 
Maiz"  depicts  a lushly  rendered  ear  of 
corn. 

As  Herrera  gives  me  the  living  room 
tour  of  his  oeuvre,  what  strikes  me  is  the 
wide  spectrum  of  styles  and  techniques 
that  find  their  way  into  his  paintings:  im- 
pressionism, cubism,  even  surrealism. 
This,  Herrera  says,  is  because  "because  as 
an  artist  I’m  concerned  with  change." 

He  tells  me  he  has  no  favorite  style  of 
painting,  though  he  does  have  a favorite 
painting;  "Birds  of  Paradise"  is  a large, 
impressionistic  piece  that  the  wind  blew 
off  the  top  of  his  car  one  day  as  he  drove 
home  from  an  exhibition.  It  was  not  until 
many  miles  down  the  road  that  Herrera 


realized  the  painting  was  gone.  For- 
tunately, a young  man  found  the  painting 
atop  some  bushes  and  contacted  Herrera. 
Though  the  frame  was  broken, 
miraculously  the  canvas  sustained  no 
damage. 

Herrera  seems  to  have  a way  with 
good  luck.  Though  he  came  to  San  Fran- 
cisco during  the  Depression,  he  found 
work  as  a designer  for  his  uncle’s  lamp- 
making company  on  Fifth  and  Mission 
Streets.  He  had  no  experience  with  com- 
mercial art,  and  only  spoke  a couple 
words  of  English. 

"I  was  very  fortunate,"  he  says.  "I  was 
always  looking  to  be  independent  and  do 
my  own  work,  and  I have  been  inde- 
pendent for  most  of  my  life." 

The  son  of  an  engineer  and  grandson 
of  a doctor,  Herrera  started  drawing  and 
painting  at  an  early  age.  His  brothers  went 
into  business,  making  him,  as  he  puts  it, 
"the  only  black  sheep  in  the  family." 

Herrera  spent  a pastoral  childhood  on 
the  hacienda  of  his  father’s  employer.  "I 
was  very  close  to  nature,"  he  recalls.  "I 
always  had  horses  to  go  around  on,  and 
always  I had  an  Indian  to  look  after  me, 
and  I had  a lot  of  birds.  It  was  very  good 
for  a child.  I had  one  of  the  most  happy 
childhoods  in  the  world." 

It  was  on  the  hacienda  that  he 
befriended  some  of  the  Indian  workers 
and  began  absorbing  the  culture  --  as  well 
as  the  injustices  the  Indians  endured. 
"There  were  a couple  thousand  working 
there,"  he  recalls.  "I  remember  in  those 
days,  the  Indians  were  given  grains  by  the 
owners,  and  they  used  to  give  them  food 
and  clothes,  but  actually  they  were  always 
in  debt  to  the  owners."  Eventually,  he 
says,  they  were  all  thrown  off  the  hacienda 
and  put  into  debtor’s  prison. 

At  the  age  of  18,  Herrera  had  his  first 
art  exhibition  at  the  Universtiy  of  Quito 
under  the  tutelage  of  the  famous 
Equadorian  painter  Jose  Enrique 
Guererro. 
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Aside  from  his  childhood  on  the 
hacienda,  the  other  great  influence  on 
Herrera’s  life  and  art  was  his  three-year 
stint  as  a pilot  in  World  War  II.  Though 
he  is  reluctant  to  relay  any  specific  details 
about  fighting,  it  is  clear  that  he  leaned 
heavily  on  his  art  at  the  time.  "I  continued 
to  draw  and  paint  in  Germany,  and  I 
would  give  paintings  to  my  friends,"  he 
says. 

He  shows  me  a landscape  of  a small 
town  in  Germany,  where  he  was  stationed 
during  the  war.  "It  was  so  beautiful  over 
there,"  he  recalls.  "It’s  all  farms,  and  they 
have  a lot  of  cherry  trees." 

After  the  war,  he  came  home,  married 
(he  and  his  wife  Helen  are  still  together), 
and  continued  going  about  the  business  of 
being  an  artist  in  California. 

As  we  go  through  his  photo  album 
together,  he  points  out  artist  friends  of  his, 
a picture  of  him  with  former  San  Francis- 
co mayor  George  Moscone,  and  pictures 
of  paintings  that  he  has  given  away,  such 
as  one  of  an  Indian  woman  kissing  a dove 
that  he  gave  to  an  AIDS  benefit.  He  also 
mentions  a gift  to  Nicaragua  as  part  of  an 
earthquake  relief  package.  "My  best 
paintings,"  he  says,  "I  have  given  away." 

When  I ask  him  if  he  misses  his  paint- 
ings after  he  gives  them  away,  he  replies, 


"1  don’t  miss  them  because  1 gave  them 
with  good  intentions,  for  a good,  humanis- 
tic cause,  and  I’ve  got  to  do  that.  So  it  gives 
me  a great  satisfaction." 

These  days,  Herrera  isn’t  working  on 
any  new  paintings,  but  instead  is  retouch- 
ing old  ones.  He  paints,  he  says,  in  cycles, 
and  right  now  he’s  thinking  about  his  next 
phase.  I ask  if  he  has  any  specific  ideas. 
"Well,  I never  saw  so  many  poor  people 
living  in  the  streets  before.  Even  when  I 
came  here  in  the  Depression  time,  in  1930, 
when  they  had  the  bread  lines,  in  those 
days  nobody  was  living  in  the  streets,  and 
now...  It  affects  me.  So  I have  this  idea  of 
a man  lying  in  the  street  protected  by  the 
flag. 

As  he  fleshes  out  his  idea,  I hear  no 
bitterness  in  his  voice,  just  a quiet  amaze- 
ment at  the  state  of  things.  He  doesn’t 
keep  up  with  politics,  he  says,  just  with 
"human  concerns." 

Recently,  Herrera’s  eyes  developed 
the  first  signs  of  glaucoma.  But  he  isn’t 
worried  about  an  interruption  to  his  crea- 
tive process.  "With  age  it’s  natural,"  he 
says.  "I’ve  been  seeing  very  good." 

"I’ve  been  very  satisfied  with  my  life," 
he  adds.  "I’m  very  serene,  I have  learned 
not  to  worry  too  much." 


FOUCS  1KJ  LUB&0CK  STU.LTALK  ABOoT  B Of.  AmD 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 

SERVING  THE  MISSION 

A non  sectarian  approach  to  Buddhism  in  the 
modern  world.  Offering  a comprehensive 
introduction  to  the  Art  of  Meditation. 
call  for  schedule 

.is 

37  Bartlett  St  (at  21st)  282  2018 

The  SF  Buddhist  C enter  is  * non-piofil  organization  and  part  of 

The  Friends  of  the  H'estem  Buddhist  Order  an  International  Buddhist  Movement 

THE  OLDWORLD  WAY 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 
SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 

3147  16TH  ST.  TEL.  552-9122 
M-F  6 TO  5/ SAT  7 TO  5 
SUN  7 TO  4 
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NOT  JUST  A PASSING  FAYE’S 


by  Kurt  Bier 

"There’s  no  rhyme  or  reason  to  it," 
claims  Janet  Hamilton.  She  rests  her  el- 
bows on  the  counter,  chatting  amiably 
about  her  work,  and  greeting  the  cus- 
tomers who  enter  her  store  by  name. 

Janet  and  her  business  partner,  Cliff 
Leonardi,  are  the  proprietors  of  The  Next 
Faye’s,  a small  specialty  grocery  store  and 
cafe  located  at  18th  and  Guerrero.  She’s 
referring  to  the  last  year  of  her  life,  but  as 
we  talk  it  becomes  clear  that  her  state- 
ment is  not  really  true. 

A year  ago  Janet  had  a job  in  the 
health  care  industry  and  spent  5 or  6 days 
a week  out  of  town.  Cliff  commuted  each 
day  to  Marin.  Neither  one  was  very  happy. 
"Basically,  we  weren’t  doing  work  we  en- 
joyed," explains  Janet.  "We  both  love  our 
neighborhood,  but  we  never  had  a chance 
to  enjoy  it." 

A wistful  look  flashes  across  her  eyes 
and  I start  to  imagine  how  the  decision  to 
change  occupations  came  about.  It’s  a 
rainy  day  in  Seattle,  and  Janet  has  just  left 
a tense  meeting.  Her  head  hung  low,  she 
makes  her  way  toward  the  dreary  motel 
room  that  awaits  her,  when  she  chances  to 
step  over  a small  stream  of  rainwater 
pouring  into  the  gutter.  She  stops,  trans- 
fixed. The  water  runs  so  evenly,  purpose- 
fully, flowing  with  crystal  precision.  The 
clouds  in  her  mind  part,  and  a ray  of  sun- 
shine reflects  from  a shard  of  a broken, 
forgotten  dream:  the  dream  of  a place 
where  people  can  come  to  be  greeted  by 


One  of  Faye’s  founders  Cliff  Leonardi. 
name  and  talk  of  nothing. 

"But  it  isn’t  like  this  is  some  culmina- 
tion of  a dream  we  had,"  she  continues, 
curtailing  my  reverie.  "We  just  saw  this 
vacant  storefront  and  decided  to  do  it.  It 
was  very  spontaneous." 

"Right,  right,  people  always  make 
choices  like  this  seem  so  sentimental,"  I 
quickly  agree.  "How  silly." 

The  name  The  Next  Faye’s  pays 
homage  to  the  many  Faye’s  Cleaners 
formerly  ensconced  in  the  long,  narrow 
space.  Bob  Faye  opened  the  first  over  40 


Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 

years  ago,  and  due  to  either  a sense  of 
history,  laziness,  or  both,  none  of  the  suc- 
cessive tenants  bothered  to  change  the 
name.  Neither  did  Janet  and  Cliff,  per- 
haps because  Bob  still  lived  upstairs  when 
they  moved  in. 

This  adherence  to  community  tradi- 
tion stems  from  the  basic  tenet  of  Janet 
and  Cliffs  business  philosophy:  live  in, 
work  in,  and  better  your  neighborhood. 
Faye’s  continues  to  expand  on  its  staples 
of  flowers,  bread,  and  coffee  beans.  A 
wide  variety  of  pastas,  sauces,  oils,  and 


cheeses  can  save  locals  searching  for  good 
vittles  from  the  long  walk  to  Rainbow. 

The  Next  Fayes  carries  no  produce,  in 
spite  of  the  customers’  wishes,  to  avoid 
competing  with  the  two  other  small 
groceries  located  nearby.  "We  don’t  want 
to  make  a fortune,"  says  Janet.  "We  don’t 
want  to  force  anyone  out  of  business. 
There’s  plenty  for  everyone." 

They  do,  however,  serve  as  a pickup 
site  for  participants  in  the  increasingly 
popular  practice  of  purchasing  bulk 
produce  from  community  farms.  Any 
plans  to  take  the  leap  from  coffees  to 
pastries  and  bagels  and  then  to  casseroles, 
burgers,  and  full  meals?  Nope.  While  they 
have  begun  to  sell  sandwiches,  the  Fazed 
have  no  plans  to  enlarge  their  menu.  "We 
are  committed  to  being  a store,  not  a cafe," 
says  Janet.  "There’s  lots  of  cafes  in  the  city. 
Who  needs  another  half-assed  one?" 

Before  her  exile  into  the  corporate 
desert,  Janet’s  real  interest  lay  in  social 
work.  Cliff  is  pursuing  a master’s  degree 
in  counseling.  And  where  will  they  prac- 
tice these  skills?  "Listen,"  says  Janet. 
"People  appreciate  having  someone  know 
something  about  them,  what  they  like  and 
how  they  like  it.  They  want  some  consis- 
tency, and  we  try  to  provide  that." 

Speaking  of  consistency,  Janet  worked 
for  a communal  grocery  in  college  and 
orders  from  some  of  the  same  people  she 
did  then.  Uncanny  isn’t  it?  This  store  is  all 
about  two  people  being  themselves  and 
selling  groceries  while  they  do  it. 

Stop  by,  even  if  it’s  just  to  say  hi. 


• 
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Distinctive  Pan-Arabian  Cuisine 

BeUy  Dancing  Nightly 

J 

590  Valencia  St.  S.F.  CA  94110  • 415-621-6213 

w 

MAKE  NEW  YEAR  SPECIAL  AT  WOMEN  S SHELTER  BY 
DONATING  BOOKS 

Lifeline  Women’s  Shelter  is  in  dire  need  of  a resource  library.  Help  o$ 
this  season  by  donating  books  on  the  following  topics:  self-help  divorce 
and  child  custody  disputes,  resume  writing,  job  interview  preparation, 
college  preparation  (ie.  SAT),  battered  women’s  issues,  adult  survivors 
of  child  abuse,  and  other  books  on  women’s  topics.  Books  may  be 
dropped  off  at  Modern  Times  Books  on  888  Valencia  St.  For  more 
information  call  284-4500. 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 

Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn’t  your  child 


deserve  the  best? 

* Cognitive  Sk:ll  Development 

• Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 

* Multicultural  Population 

• Family  Involvement 

• Affordable  Tuition 

This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sexual 

preference,  or  handicap. 


BELLY  DANCINC  NIGHTLY  (TU E-SAT) 

MALE  BELLY  DANCING  EVERY  SATURDAY  NIGHT! 


Lunch  1 1 -3,  Happy  Hour  3-6,  Dinner  6-1 2 

811  VALENCIA  ST,  SF,  CA  94110  (415)  821-9747 


NOCTURNAL 

EVENTS 

by  Hank  Hyena 


ROCKET 

BLAST-OFF 

A new  performance  space  has  landed 
in  the  Mission:  the  Red  Rocket  Theater! 
The  exterior  looks  like  a Civil  War  fire 
station;  the  interior  like  a funeral  parlor 
for  happy  vampires.  It’s  charming,  in- 
timate, and  odd. 

The  Red  Rocket  is  the  brainchild  of 
five  20-somethings.  Three  of  them,  Elijah 
Aron,  Charles  Guerrero,  and  Andrea 
Thome,  are  recent  Harvard  grads.  The 
other  two,  Katie  and  Lecie  Williams,  are 
identical  twins  from  Oakland.  All  five  are 
playwrights.  They  also  direct,  and  a few  do 
some  acting. 

I haven’t  seen  a show  there  yet,  but  I’m 
definitely  going  soon  so  I can  sit  on  the 
furniture.  The  chairs  and  sofas  were 
scavenged  from  Mission  alleys  and  gut- 
ters. The  Rocketeers  reupholstered  them 
with  hand-silkscreened  fabric.  I’m  hoping 
I get  to  sit  in  the  special  box  seats  with  gold 
brocade  and  extra  padding! 

The  lobby  is  similarly  eclectic,  with 
gruesome  dioramas  of  plastic  dolls  and 
other  dumpster  treasures  acting  out 
creepy  scenes. 

What’s  on  stage?  "Mille  Bomes" 
(that’s  French  for  "a  thousand  miles")  will 
run  December  8, 9, 15,  and  16.  Written  by 


Guerrero,  it’s  a whimsical  and  nostalgic 
drama  set  in  1960s  Paris.  It  features  lots  of 
music,  and  only  costs  $4- $6,  sliding  scale. 
"We  want  our  work  to  be  accessible  to  the 
local  community,"  says  Aron.  A price  like 
that  certainly  helps. 

"We  named  it  Red  Rocket  because  it 
sounds  optimistic,"  the  Rocketeers  tell 
me.  It’s  a welcome  addition  to  the  Mission 
District’s  burgeoning  theater  scene. 

The  Red  Rocket  Theater  is  located  at 
2985  21st  Street,  near  Folsom.  Call  the  box 
office  at  647-2065  for  more  information. 

LAB  SOUNDS 

Another  recent  arrival  is  The  LAB,  an 
"interdisciplinary  experimental  arts  or- 
ganization." The  LAB  escaped  its  bizarre 
isolation  in  Pacific  midi-Heights  two 
months  ago.  Its  new  address,  2948  16th 
Street,  puts  it  on  a very  theater-friendly 
block  (Luna  Sea  and  Rhinoceros  are  next 
door;  Victoria  Theater  is  across  the 
street). 

The  LAB  offers  the  community  an  in- 
credible deal:  a FREE  three-month 
sound  and  performance  workshop  for 
lower-income  women  and  high  school 
youth.  Instructor  Pamela  Z is  a Mission 
musician  who  is  famous  for  her  gorgeous 
voice,  amazing  electronic  noises,  and 
flamboyant  hairstyle. 


The  workshop  will  focus  on  digital 
audio  editing,  among  other  things.  Stu- 
dents can  create  rap  music,  performance 
scores,  or  whatever  their  imagination 
dreams  up.  "We’ve  had  kids  come  in  here 
and  just  make  amazing  things,"  says  Zoey 
Kroll,  the  LAB’s  Assistant  Director.  Call 
Zoey  at  864-8855  for  an  application. 

CREATIVE 

BARGAINS 

Have  you  done  your  Christmas  shop- 
ping yet?  Me  neither.  Good  thing 
Creativity  Explored  (3245  16th  Street)  is 
holding  a holiday  sale  on  Friday,  Decem- 
ber 9 from  6-9  p.m. 

Creativity  Explored  is  a visual  arts 
center  for  disabled  adults.  The  ceramics, 
paintings,  sculptures,  photographs, 
prints,  cartoons,  textiles,  and  videos 
created  here  are  exhibited  not  only  na- 
tionally, but  also  internationally,  at  Le 
Racine  Gallery  in  Paris,  and  on  a tour 
throughout  Mexico.  There  is  some  cool 
stuff  here!  The  sale  will  slash  prices  30  to 
50%. 

The  organization  is  expanding.  Soon, 
Creativity  Explored  Two  will  open  at  2795 
16th  Street.  CE2  is  for  students  who  are 
"less  able."  Its  student-teacher  ratio  will  be 
four  to  one  (instead  of  eight  to  one).  If  you 
would  like  to  volunteer  at  either  location, 
contact  Raymond  Patlan  at  863-2108. 

TELL  THE 
TRUTH,  KIDS 

Tale  Spinners  Theater  (474  Valencia, 
suite  115)  is  looking  for  youths  between 
the  ages  of  11  and  18  who  are  interested 
in  oral  history.  Recruits  will  write  the  ab- 
solute truth  about  their  young  lives,  and 
after  receiving  theatrical  training,  will 
present  the  facts  (no  fiction!)  in  local 


cafes,  bookstores,  and  restaurants.  This 
enjoyable  and  educational  opportunity  is 
FREE.  Adolescent,  honest,  and  inter- 
ested? Call  Tina  at  431-2221. 

COOK 
MY  FLESH 

Do  you  lie  horses?  Why?  Is  it  the  cute 
brand  on  their  butt?  Well,  if  branding  is 
your  secret  fetish,  you  can  get  your  very 
own  flanks  sizzled  at  Body  Manipulations. 
Or,  get  your  name  burned  into  your  live- 
stock — 1 mean,  lover. 

You  can  munch  on  your  feedbag  full 
of  oats  while  the  torch  heats  up  your 
design.  Prices  start  at  $40.  You  can  get 
pierced  while  you’re  at  it,  or  "scarred,"  as 
in  "scarification."  If  you  want  a cheap  scar, 
you  can  just  fall  off  your  skateboard,  but 
those  designs  are  sloppy,  and  they’re  full 
of  pus. 

Body  Manipulations  has  a new  ad- 
dress: 3234  16th  Street. 

FEAST, 

YOU  FOdLS! 

I want  to  be  a medieval  glutton!  I want 
to  be  entertained  by  feudal  freaks!  That’s 
why  I’m  going  to  the  Wise  Fool  Puppet 
Intervention’s  Winter  Solstice  Banquet.  I 
digest  better  when  surrounded  by  leering 
masks,  warbling  minstrels,  and  sexy 
stiltwalkers  (I  looove  those  looong 
leeegs.) 

The  banquet  is  a fundraiser  for  the 
Mission-based  street  theater  troupe.  The 
proceeds  will  pay  for  the  storage  of  the 
Wise  Fools’  giant  papier-mache  puppets. 
When  is  it?  December  15  and  16, 7:30  p.m. 
Call  905-5958  for  ticket  prices  and  loca- 
tion. 


This  Year, 

Recycle  Your  Tree  at  the  Curb. 


WHEN 


Curbside:  Your  first  recycling  day  after 
January  1st,  by  6 a.m. 

Apartments  & Businesses:  Your  street’s  first 
residential  recycling  day  after  January  1st,  by  6 a.m. 
(For  businesses  located  in  the  downtown  area, 
please  call  Golden  Gate  Disposal  at  626-4000 
to  arrange  for  pick-up  service.) 


HOW 


Just  place  your  tree  out  on  the  curb. 

Trees  only!  No  bases  (metal  or  plastic),  ornaments, 
tinsel,  painted  or  flocked  trees.  Do  not  put  your 
tree  in  a plastic  bag. 


• Trees  on  the  curb  on  other  days  will 


CLASSES 

CHILDREN 
4 1/2  YEARS 
OLD  AND  OVER. 
FOR  ADULTS. 
AND  IN  THE  USE  OF 
TRADITIONAL 
JAPANESE  AND 
OKINAWAN 
WEAPONS 


YACHIGUSA-RYU  JUTSl 

AIKI-JUTSU  JUJUTSU 
KYUSHO-JUTSU  KARATE 
487-1906 


DISCIPLINE 

RESPECT 

ACCOMPLISHMENT 
SELF  ESTEEM 
SELF  CONTROL 


TECHNIQUES  USING 
THE  HUMAN  BODY 
AS  A WEAPON  IN 
UNARMED  COMBAT. 


1928  MISSION  STREET.  S.F..  CA  94103 

CORNER  OF  MISSION  AT  15TH.  STREET 
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CHIROPRACTIC 

NOTEBOOK 

By:  Dr.  Ross  Williams 


DHEA 


"Restores  lost  energy  to  youthful 
levels,"  "sculpts  the  waist  line,"  "sharpens 
the  mind,"  "massages  the  spirit."  These 
are  just  some  of  the  reports  from  patients 
taking  DHEA  supplementation. 

DHEA  = De-hydro-epi-androsterone 

Over  the  past  10  years  more  than 
40,000  articles  have  been  published  in 
professional  journals  and  magazines 
about  the  health  benefits  of  DHEA. 

DHEA  is  a steroidal  hormone 
produced  in  our  bodies  that  is  now  con- 
sidered a key  marker  of  our  biological  age. 
Blood  levels  of  DHEA  peek  in  the  twen- 
ties and  decline  as  the  body  ages,  becom- 
ing barely  detectable  as  we  reach  our 
sixties.  People  with  diseases  have  lower 
levels  of  DHEA  than  "healthy"  people  of 
the  same  age.  Stress  reduces  the  amount 
of  DHEA  in  our  blood,  depresses  the 
immune  system  functions,  and  hastens 
aging. 

What  is  it?  DHEA  is  called  "the 
motherload"  precursor  for  some  18  dif- 
ferent hormones  that  we  need  in  order  to 
feel  young  and  stay  healthy.  Most  hor- 
mones act  by  "exciting"  our  bodily  proces- 
ses. DHEA  "de-excites"  them,  causing 
them  to  work  slower,  which  in  turn  is  said 
to  slow  aging.  Some  of  the  diseases  of 
aging  are  caused  by  the  runaway  produc- 
tion of  nucleic  acids,  fats,  and  hormones. 
DHEA  slows  down  their  production, 
thereby  slowing  their  effects. 

DHEA  FOR  LIFE  EXTENSION 

Dr.  Julian  Whitaker,  M.D.,  editor  of 
Health  and  Healing,  states,  "Supplemental 
DHEA  has  therapeutic  potential  for 
many  conditions,  including  cardiovas- 
cular disease,  diabetes,  hyper- 
cholesterolema,  obesity,  cancer, 
Alzheimer’s  disease,  Parkinson’s  disease, 
memory  deficits,  autoimmune  diseases, 
multiple  sclerosis,  chronic  fatigue 
syndrome  and  osteoporosis." 

DHEA  has  been  shown  to: 

• improve  resistance  to  infection. 


• decrease  clumping  of  platelets, 
the  small  particles  in  our  blood 
that  often  stick  together,  causing 
heart  attacks  and  strokes. 

• lower  blood  pressure. 

• increase  blood  levels  of  estrogen 
and  testosterone  in  older  women 
and  men  to  levels  found  in  young 
adults. 

• increase  energy  and  shed  excess 
pounds  of  body  fat. 

Until  recently,  DHEA  was  available 
only  through  prescription.  It  was  syn- 
thetic and  expensive.  Now,  a natural  form 
of  DHEA  extracted  from  wild  yams  is 
available  without  a prescription.  Some 
medical  researchers  (working  for  the 
pharmaceutical  industry)  say  this  form 
cannot  be  used  by  the  body.  There  is, 
however,  a growing  body  a personal  tes- 
timony from  people  that  suggests  other- 
wise. 

Many  leaders  in  life  extension  re- 
search believe  that  anyone  past  the  age  of 
thirty  should  be  supplementing  his  or  her 
diet  with  DHEA  to  reduce  the  risk  of  most 
degenerative  diseases,  delay  aging,  in- 
crease energy,  and  lose  fat.  They  say 
DHEA  is  safe  because  the  body  knows 
how  and  where  to  use  it  and  when  to 
ignore  the  extra  it  doesn’t  need. 

Should  we  or  shouldn’t  we?  I think 
that  should  depend  on  your  situation. 
Many  seemingly  healthy  people  are  taking 
the  drug  (a  synthetic  hormone)  to  feel 
better  and  increase  energy  and  produc- 
tivity. For  that,  I would  stick  to  the  natural 
yam  extracts  even  if  the  effects  are  not  as 
great.  The  worst  that  might  happen  is  that 
it  doesn’t  work.  Remember  some  of  the 
other  "miracle"  synthetic  hormone  drugs 
that  have  been  introduced  with  great  hope 
and  fanfare,  like  the  nightmare  of  DES 
and  anabolic  steroids. 

If,  however,  you  are  suffering  from 
some  chronic  degenerative  disease,  the 
benefits  might  be  worth  the  risks.  DHEA 
supplementation  has  given  new  hope  to 
many  people. 

Please  send  your  comments  to 

Dr.  Williams,  care  of  the  editor. 

He  can  be  reached  directly  at 

826-1000  and  rossdc@aol.com 


MHDC 

Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  invites  Homeowners  to 
participate  in  valuable 
Home  Improvement  & 
Rehabilitation  Programs. 

If  you  need: 

•A  New  Roof 

•Plumbing  & Electrical  Repairs 
•Hear 

• New  Rear  Stair v 
• Kitchen  A Hath  Rehabilitation 
•Hot  Water 

•To  Correct  Code  Violations 

You  may  quality  il  \ou  o\\  n sour 
home;  if  your  income  I'alN  within 
certain  parameters;  and/or.  if  >ou  rent 
to  low  income  residents  Guidelines 
and  restrictions  are  aimed  at  presers  me 
the  existing  aJIordablc  housing  stock  in 
the  Mission  District.  Cull  MHDC  to  sec 
if \ou  qualify.  Ask  for  l.ucv  Pineda 
K64-M32  (se  habhi  cspunol)  to  learn 
more  about  the  loan  program 

Mission  Housing  Development  f'orpomtioii 


Tiie  si  oildii y W Drill  Ud;i 

Aaaaaaaaahhhh.  late  Autumn  in  da’  City! 

The  harvest  is  in!  The  air  is  getting  colder. 

The  scant  leaves  on  the  sparse  trees  are  turning  glorious  shades  of 
chartreuse  and  amber,  while  the  post-dawn  mist  filters  rays  of  warm 
morning  sun.  and  mixes  with  the  morning  exhaust  and  the 
obligatory  cup  of  pre-work  Club  coffee.  And  of  course,  the 
double-page  Emporium  Ads  of  brassiere-  and  underwear-toting 
women  in  Santa  hats  reminds  us  in  no  subtle  terms: 

The  season  of  North  American  over-indulgence  and 
conspicuous  consumption  called  the  Holidays  (or  the  “buying 
Season”  by  the  blunt)  are  upon  us  like  a nasty  case  of  planned 
obsolescence. 

Consume.  Obey.  Consume!  Obey,  they  command  us. 

So  what's  a poor  Missionitc  to  do  to  keep  hir  tattered  spirit  and 
ideals  above  water  whilst  this  corporate-cajoled  materialistic 
shopping  orgy  sweeps  the  nation? 

Here’s  a brief  YAHOO!  X-mas  List  from  your  local 
Herb-N-Ecology  resource  to  get  you  through  the  new  year,  and 
beyond. . . 

1 . If  you  care  about  ecology,  then  get  a LIVE  TREE  . G. 
a k a.  this  year.  DON’T  BUY  A DEAD  TREE. 

PLANT  ONE  INSTEAD,  and  feel  Real  Irie! 

2.  If  the  product  is  Corporate,  then  you  must  not  buy  it. 

(or.  if  it’s  made  by  a Multinational  Corporation. 

it  could  mean  Third  World  exploitation.) 

3.  If  it's  a small  and  local,  community  thang. 
then  giv’em  your  support  and  bizness.  mang. 


THERAPY 

SPECIALIZING  IN  ANTIQUE 
FURNITURE  & COLLECTIBLES 

545  VALENCIA  (BTWN.  16TH  & 17TH  ST.) 
TUE-SUN  12-6 
MONDAY  BY  CHANCE 
861-6213 


Need  a Doctor, 

But  Can't  Get  an  Appointment? 

St.  Luke7;  Neighborhood  Clinic  has  all  the 
healthcare  services  you  and  your  family  need 
when  you  need  them  and  at  rates  you  can  afford. 


♦ Primary  Care 

♦ Pediatrics 

♦ Flu  Vaccinations 

♦ Nutrition 


SERVICES 

♦ Orthopedics  ♦ Gynecology 

♦ Baby/Child  Check-ups  ♦ Podiatry 

♦ Immunizations  ♦ Asthma 

♦ Dermatology  ♦ Psychiatry 


♦ Employment  esc  Sports  Physicals  - Group  Fees  Available 


Medi-Cal  and  Medicare 
Low-Cost  Sliding  Fee  Scale  for  Patients 
with  no  Health  Insurance 


For  Drop-In  Visits,  Appointments 
or  More  Information, 

Call:  (415)  641-6500 


St.  Luke's  Neighborhood  Clinic 
Present  This  Coupon  At  Your  Next 
Medical  Visit  For  A 

FREE 

Blood  Sugar  Test  For 
Diabetes  Screening 
Offer  Ends  January  15,  1996 


St.  Luke's  Neighborhood  Clinic 
Present  This  Coupon  At  Your  Next- 
Medical  Visit  For  A 

FREE 

Flu  Shot  Vaccination 
Offer  Ends  January  15,  1996 


St.  Luke's  Neighborhood  Clinic  • Monteagle  Medical  Building 
1580  Valencia  Street,  3rd  Floor  • San  Francisco,  CA  941 10  • (415)  641-6500 
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by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 

When  some  buildings  fall  into 
dilapidation,  a developer  comes  in,  puts 
up  new  structures  to  pack  in  more  busi- 
nesses where  there  already  are  enough 
businesses  that  could  use  more  business. 
There  is  a lack  of  imagination  or  transfor- 
mation in  this  process.  Sometimes  there 
is  a terrible  sameness  to  this  obsession 
with  overdevelopment.  The  density  of  the 
multitude  of  buildings  shuts  out  the  light, 
inhibits  mobility,  shortens  vision.  From 
above,  an  urban  layout  looks  like  a rat 
maze  in  an  elaborate  psych  lab.  With  so 
little  green  space,  there  is  literally  less  au- 
to breathe.  There  are  not  enough  plants 
filtering,  transforming  the  pollutants  in 
our  air.  Plants  make  oxygen.  We  need 
oxygen  and  space  and  light.  There  is  not 
enough  open  space  in  cities. 

People  get  cranky  in  such  an  environ- 
ment. Their  territorial  hostility  over 
driveways,  pathways,  sidewalks  increases. 
People  are  more  aware  of  scarcity,  the 
pangs  of  poverty  become  dangerously 
sharp.  When  there  is  street  after  street 
jammed  with  places  that  require  money 
for  enjoyment  or  participation,  there  is  a 
painful  demarcation  between  the  haves 
and  have  nots.  Even  when  there  is  open 
space  such  as  that  hidden  behind  a row  of 
San  Francisco  flats,  it  is  accessible  only  to 
the  tenants  of  those  buildings.  The 
balance  of  parks  to  people  in  San  Francis- 
co neighborhoods  is  not  rightly  propor- 
tioned. 

Imagine  softening  the  hardness  of  ce- 
ment everywhere  urbaness.  Reclaim 
open  space.  Buildings  that  are  disused 
and  being  sold  for  development  and 
planned  for  a duplication  of  business  or 
are  consistently  in  violation  of  code,  could 


be  reclaimed  by  the  city  or  even  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  city  makes  a best  offer  to 
the  owner,  reclaims  it,  demolishes  the 
building  and  makes  a park  on  the  land.  It 
may  be  a way  to  form  a street  level 
cooperative  community  (come-unity)  ef- 
fort. 

The  parks  could  be  maintained  by 
youth  from  the  neighborhood  high 
schools;  you  know  — "jobs  for  youth." 
Gangs  might  be  included  by  providing 
security  after  some  intensive  training. 
This  could  also  decrease  the  tension  of 
too  few  "home  courts"  for  too  many,  shall 
I say,  "clusters"  of  teenagers.  Gangs  might 
not  get  so  torqued  over  turf  when  there  is 
enough  turf  to  go  around.  And,  the  police 
could  do  better  things  with  their  time  than 
harass  teenagers  with  a curfew.  Neigh- 
bors could  be  involved  in  planning 
programs  for  the  various  parks.  Com- 
munity gardens  might  flourish.  This  does 
not  necessarily  take  a lot  of  money.  It 
does  take  cooperation. 

Maybe  a conservancy  could  be  estab- 
lished. There  is  such  an  organization  for 
reclaiming  wilderness  areas.  Well  San 
Francisco  is  a wilderness  of  a sort,  too; 
even  given  that  it  could  use  some  restora- 
tion work.  There  are  ancient  streams  run- 
ning under  the  streets.  There  are  mural 
bedecked  alleys.  There  are  redwoods, 
and  wild  animals.  A couple  of  benches 
and  a flower  bed  could  constitute  a park. 
There  is  a spot  at  The  Bearded  Lady  cafe 
that  has  one  of  those  bushes  with  the  big 
trumpet  shaped  flowers.  No  matter  how 
torqued  I am  when  I sit  down,  it  gives  me 
comfort  to  sit  with  that  tree  even  after  I 
have  had  one  of  those  Red  Dora  high 
octane  lattes. 

Imagine  a park  where  the  used  car  lot 
is.  Imagine  sitting  at  the  Cafe  Commons 
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OFFICE 

SUPPORT 

SERVICES 


ELI/ES 

Your  Magic  office  in  San  Francisco! 


Share  the  joy  and  wonder 
of  the  season. 

IFELIZ  Y PROSPERO  1996! 


Secretarial 
Word  Processing 
Typesetting 
Translations 
Resumes 
Fax 

Notary  Public 


3362  - 24th  Street  • S.F.,  CA  • (415)  824-4418 


OPEN 


■> 


SPACE 


FREES  THE  SPIRIT 


and  looking  out  onto  a small  wooded  area, 
perhaps  with  a fountain  at  its  center.  Or 
imagine  actually  sitting  in  that  small 
wooded  area.  There  are  every  day  uses  of 
an  open  space.  Imagine  a small  circular 
island  in  the  middle  of  a supermarket 
parking  lot.  It  has  benches  and  trees  for 
people  to  sit  and  check  their  bags  to  make 
sure  they  got  everything  and  their  receipt 
is  right. 

There  are  practical  needs  for  open 
space.  I will  leave  someone  else  to  figure 
out  the  math  to  support  the  notion  that 
there  is  not  enough  oxygen  in  cities  be- 


cause there  are  not  enough  plants,  green 
growing  things,  open  waterways.  Human 
beings  need  oxygen  to  live. 

There  is  also  a spiritual  need  for  the 
human  heart  to  rest  and  pause  in  the  midst 
of  all  the  busy-ness  of  urban  life.  Comm- 
unity needs  open  gathering  places  where 
we  can  see  more  of  each  other  than  the 
back  of  a head  in  a dimly  lit  meeting  room. 
Imagination  needs  space  for  reflection  to 
dream,  expand,  flourish.  Plants  need 
open  space  to  catch  the  light  and  reflect 
their  vibrant  beauty  to  inspire  us.  It  isn’t 
just  the  oxygen  or  the  jobs  we  need. 


GLEN  PARK  BOOKS 

Your  Community  Bookstore 
2788  Diamond  at  Chenery 


Hours: 

M-S  10a-8p 
Sun  10a-5p 


Phone:  (415)586-3733 
VISA/MC 


Pottery  on  the  wheel 
and  hand 
building 

classes 

Low-fire,  raku, 
and  high-fire 
reduction 

Fees  include  a two- 
hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional  studio  time 

For  more  information,  call  431-6296 


Next  Series  Of  Classes  Begins  January  2 


You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-8201 
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(OLA  CABANA  RESTAURANT  & BAR 


PLEASE  PRtttHT  COUPON 
WHEN  ORDERING 
I PER  PERSON 

Open  nightly  (except 
Monday)  tor  dinner 
with  piano  entertain 
ment  Conveniently 
located  on  Mission 
near  21st  Validated 
Parkine  at  Bartlett 


CONTEMPORARY  C V/ 1 $ I N E 


Enjoy  one  com- 
plimentary 
entree  with  the 
purchase  of  a 
second  of  equal 
or  greater  value. 


2 for  1 

ENTREE 


Glimpses  into  Havana 

Photographs 

by 

Najib  Joe  Hakim 


EXTENDED  to  December  3 1 . 1995 

EXPOSED  Gallery 

425  South  Van  Ness 
San  Francisco.  CA  94103 
Between  15th  and  16th  Streets 
4 1 5/487-9996  Fax  4 1 5/487-9l>97 




CHRISTMAS  SHOW 

WITH  RONNIE  SALAZAR 

FRIDAY 
DECEMBER  23 


CHRISTMAS  EVE  PARTY 
SUNDAY 
DECEMBER  24 


SPECIAL 


NEW  YEARS 

EVE 

PARTY 

WITH  COMPLEMENTARY 
CHAMPAGNE  AND 
PARTY  FAVORS 


ESTA  NOCHE 


)79  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (416)  861-6767 

•TWEEN  MISSION  A VALENCIA 


✓ 


FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  1 


Market  St.,  2nd  FI.,  Free,  621-4160. 


The  Days  of  Disco  - The  most  famous 
Disco  Dance  contest  ever,  Donna  Sum- 
mer, the  Commodores,  and  other  funki- 
ness. 7PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  S5, 
824-3890. 

PT  Help  Wanted  - Without  Fear  of 
Being  Happy , a documentary  video  about 
the  Workers  Party  (PT)  and  the  struggle 
for  social  justice  in  Brazil,  with  director 
Maria  Luisa  Mendon.  8PM,  Socialist  Ac- 
tion Bookstore,  3425  Cesar  Chavez  St., 
$3-1.50, 821-0458. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  2 


BAP  - Bay  Area  Poets  Renee  Glad- 
man,  Hoa  Nguyen,  Pamela  Lu,  and 
Giovanni  Singleton,  read  and  discuss  ap- 
propriately deep  and  meaningful  stuff. 
7:30PM,  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St.,  Free,  828-9246. 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  6 

With  Friends  Like  These  - June  Jor- 
dan and  the  Blueprint  Collective  present 
Poetry  for  the  People:  "restoring  poetry  to 
the  altars  of  our  personal  lives."  Yikes! 
7:30PM,  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St.,  Free,  828-9246. 


Craftwyrk  - Over  280  of  the  nations 
most  talented  craftswomen  will  be  show- 
cased at  the  1995  Celebration  of 
Craftswomen,  exploring  the  theme  of 
"generations,"  food,  music,  beverage,  and 
crafts,  benefit  for  the  Women’s  Building. 
10AM-6PM,  Fort  Mason  Center-Herbst 
Pavilion,  $5/$4, 361-0700,  Sat  & Sun.,  thru 
Dec.  9. 

Mercer  Me  - Janis  Mercer,  acapiano, 
performs  the  works  of  Anthony  Braxton, 
No.  1,  5,  31.  8PM,  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St.,  Free,  647-6015. 

Bono  Sucks  - Craig  Baldwin 
chronicles  U2’s  hissy  fit  when  a small  time 
college  band  samples  one  of  their  tunes, 
god  knows  why,  intellectual  property 
angle.  8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St., 
$5, 648-0654. 


Literary  Slove  - 1 for  the  A presents 
Slovenain  author  Andrej  Blatnik, 
recipient  of  some  major  Slovenian  literary 
awards.  8PM,  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia  St.,  $5/$3, 626-2787. 


THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  7 

Rough  Cut  Diamond  - Starring  Jesse 
Diamond,  takes  an  outrageous  and  some- 
times startling  look  into  the  lives  of  drag 
performers  and  their  adventures  through 
SFs  exotic  gay  nightlife.  8:30PM,  ATA, 
992  Valencia  St.,  $5, 824-3890. 

Dorothy’s  Not  In  Kansas  Anymore  - 
Hot  property  Dorothy  Allison  reads  from 
her  work.  7PM  Glen  Park  Books  2788 
Diamond  St.,  free,  586-3733 


Jesus  H Christ  - Is  the  Messiah  in 
Handel’s  masterpiece  performed  by  the 
SF  Concert  Chorale,  John  Bush,  conduc- 
tor, with  Magnificat  Baroque  orchestra, 
WOW.  8PM,  Mission  Dolores  Basilica, 
16th  & Dolores,  $15adv/$20, 668-3094. 

Sneakypork  Pops  - Walter  Cunnin- 
gham, organist,  performs  the  works  of 
Bruhns,  Messiaen,  Alain,  and  Bach, 
reception  afterward,  dont  miss.  5PM, 
The  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  1551 15th  St.,  Free,  923-5530. 


SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  3 

Tampon  & The  Blue  Period  - The 

Fake  Picabia  Brothers  will  recreate  their 
1995  performance  at  the  Musee  de  la 
Poste  where  instead  of  painting  models 
they  paint  with  the  models,  oui  oui,  parle 
vou,  jean  late.  7PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia 
St.,  $5, 824-3890. 

Double  Up  - With  India  Cooke,  violin, 
and  Kristin  Zoemig,  Bass,  for  an  exciting 
evening  of  first-run  improvisational 
music,  Credentials-SF  Jazz  Festival  and 

European  training.  7PM,  Luna  Sea,  2940 
16th  St.,  $8-12, 863-2989. 


TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  5 

An  Asian  American  Feast,  contributors 
and  editor  will  read  from  this  potpourri  of 
excellent  works,  top  notch;  Geraldine 
Kudaka,  editor,  with  Wagner  James  Au, 
Charlie  Chin,  Ginu  Kamani,  and  many 
more.  8PM,  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia  St.,  Free,  626- ARTS. 

All  Good  Things  - Die;  and  if  it  was 
your  pet  attend  this  Pet  Loss  Support 
Group,  Dr.  Betty  Carmack  moderates. 
7:30PM,  SFSPCA,  2500  16th  St.,  Free, 
554-3000. 

Cantar-along  - Holiday  sing  along 
with  Grupo  Colibri,  songs  in  Spanish  from 
all  over  Latin  America.  10AM,  Mission 
Branch  Public  Library,  3359  24th  St., 
Free,  695-5090. 

WAN  - Women’s  AIDS  Network 
holds  their  monthly  meeting.  9AM,  Lyon- 
Martin  Women’s  Health  Services,  1748 


FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  8 

Gland  Handing  - The  Happy  Gland 
Revue , an  evening  of  all  recent  and  some 
new  films  and  videos  by  undesirables, 
curated  by  Annabel  Lee  and  Charles 
Pinion.  8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St., 
$5, 824-3890. 

Smart-Girl  - Carla  Sinclair  editor 
and  co-founder  of  bOING  bOING  "the 
world’s  greatest  neurozine"  discusses  net 
Chick  and  The  Happy  mutant  Handbook, 
hip,  irreverent  guides  to  smart-girl  cul- 
ture, and  on-line  services  for  the  wired 
woman.  7:30PM,  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.,  Free,  828- 
9246. 

The  Clarino  Ensemble  - A bunch  of 
musicians  perform  works  by  Baroque 
composers  Frescobaldi,  J.S.  Bach,  and 
others.  8PM,  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  St.,  Free,  647-6015. 

4H  Block  Survivors  - Learn  about  the 
US  governments  attempt  to  extradite  four 
Irish  nationalists  who  escaped  from 
Britain’s  Maze  Prison  in  Northern 
Ireland;  complimentary  tea  and  crum- 
pets. 8PM,  Socialist  Action  Bookstore, 
3425  Cesar  Chavez  St.,  $3/$1.50, 821-0458. 

Family  Dog  Dance  Concert  - Featur- 
ing Mose  Allison,  Richie  Havens,  Nick 
Gravenites  and  Friends.  8PM,  Maritime 
Hall,  450  Harrison  St.,  $20adv/$25door- 
$20  with  a $10  toy  donation,  974-0634. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  9 

Repertoire  - Bach,  Brahms,  Debussy 
and  Britten  performed  by  Allison,  Jay, 
Michelle,  Luigi,  John,  and  Niall,  we  know 
and  love  ’em  so  come  hear  ’em.  8PM, 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  St., 
$5,  647-6015. 

Help  - The  animals  by  volunteering 
for  one  of  the  many  important  jobs  avail- 
able at  the  SFSPCA,  orientation  held. 
10AM,  SFSPCA,  2500 16th  St.,  Free,  554- 
3026. 

Inkari  - Inkari  performs  the  tradi- 
tional music  of  the  Andean  mountains, 
the  dynamical  songs  are  sung  in  both 
Spanish  and  Quechua-language  of  the 
Incas,  high  falootin’  entertainment.  8PM, 
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New  College,  777  Valencia  St.,  $8,  252- 
5957. 


SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  10 

Brief  - Christmas  Concert.  7PM, 
Mission  Dolores  Basilica,  3321  16th  St., 
Free,  621-8203. 

Annual  Winter  Music  Celebration  - 

CMC  Collegium  Musi  cum.  Near  Eastern, 
Chamber,  and  Chinese  Music  Classes, 
reception  and  carol  sing-along  to  follow. 
4PM,  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  St.,  Free,  647-6015. 


TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  12 

Short  Takes  - A half  hour  of  short 
films  from  pre-schoolers.  10AM,  11AM, 
2PM,  Mission  Branch  Public  Library, 
3359  24th  St.,  Free,  695-5090. 

What  to  do,  What  to  do  - So  its  Tues- 
day, get  of  your  couch  and  listen  to  the 
spellbinding  tales  of  Jennifer  Joseph  and 
Jon  Longhi.  8PM,  Intersection  for  the 
Arts,  446  Valencia  St.,  S5/S3, 626-2787. 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  13 

Wed  Nigh  Mov  - Short  movies  for 
children  of  all  ages.  7PM,  Mission 
Branch  Public  Library,  3359  24th  St., 
Free,  695-5090. 

Beweaved  - Devorah  Major  reads 
from  her  debut  novel  Open  Weave,  a lyri- 
cal, mystical  novel,  focusing  on  the  lives  of 
the  "stairstep  ladies,"  three  generations  of 
African-American  women  in  an  extended 
family.  7:30PM,  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.,  Free,  828- 
9246. 


THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  14 

The  Video  Runs  - Open  Up  and 
Bleed,  co-presented  with  the  Bay  Area 
Video  Coalition,  features  video  diaries, 
the  new  medium  for  recording  ones  life, 
horse  racing  and  prostitution.  8:30PM, 
ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  $5, 824-3890. 

Local  8 Choreographers  Series  - 
New  works  by  Chelley  Bon  Durant,  Sally 
Clawson,  Jennifer  Kessler,  Lisanne 
Freedman,  Jennifer  Pommiss,  Karen  Sar- 
sona,  Michele  Stortz,  and  something  else. 
8PM,  Dancers  Group/Footwork,  3221 
22nd  St.,  $8, 824-5044,  thru  Sat. 

Women  Meeting  Radically  - Race 
and  Sex:  Coalition  or  Comradeship?  Join 
Radical  Women  to  examine,  why  the  al- 
liance between  women  of  all  colors  is  so 
decisive  in  the  struggle  for  social  justice. 
7:30PM-  6:45  dinner,  Valencia  Hall,  523- 
A Valencia  St.,  $5  for  dinner,  864-1278. 


FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  15 


Feltch  Films  - Porn,  physique 
movies,  pinups,  music  and  sex  take  on  new 
meanings  in  these  short  found  footage 

films  and  videos;  gay  porn,  lesbian  porn, 
Asian  porn,  70’s  porn,  occasional  nudity. 
8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  $5,  824- 
3890. 


Christmas  Crafts  * Decorate  a 
Christmas  tree,  and  make  your  own 
holiday  greeting  cards,  for  all  ages. 
4:30PM,  Mission  Branch  Public  Library, 
3359  24thSt,  695-5090. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  16 

Bring  Your  Beret  - To  this  screening 
of  experimental  works  by  Alan  Herrick 
and  Kevin  Deal,  Extreme  Maggoty  and 
Unfinished  Symphonia  de  Siena , respec- 
tively, many  more,  plus  live  performance 
by  Wet  Gate.  8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia 
St.,  $5, 824-3890. 

Snacks!  - Ina  Chalis  Opera  En- 
semble; Annual  CMC  Holiday  Party  for 
Children;  includes  a short  opera  perfor- 
mance, snacks,  gifts  from  Santa  Claus 
(hes  not  real),  and  caroling.  11:30AM, 


Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  St., 
Free,  647-6015. 


SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  17 

RealeaCD  - New  from  Canta  Con- 
migo,  concert  of  works  teaching  Spanish 
through  music  performed  by  a 5-piece 
band.  3PM,  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  St,  S10/S5, 647-6015. 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  20 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Open  Reading  - 
Authors  of  both  poetry  & prose  are  in- 
vited to  share  their  work  in  Bay  Areas  only 
reading  for  lesbian  and  gay  writers. 
7:30PM,  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St,  Free,  828-9246. 

Brutal  Rewards  - Pinata  party  for 
kids,  Wednesday  Night  movies  follow. 
6:30PM,  Mission  Branch  Public  Library, 
3359  24th  St,  Free,  695-5090. 


THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  21 

Savage’s  Hackers  - Unauthorized  Ac- 
cess, by  Annaliza  Savage,  explores  the 
world  of  hacking;  whos  doing  what  and 
why;  hacker  conventions,  lingo,  special 
agents,  phreaks,  busts,  and  the  like. 
8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St,  $5,  824- 
3890. 


FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  22 

JAFO  - Black  Time  Fuzz-work  of  a 
collective  of  guerrilla  filmmakers  ; a few 

dozen  short  films  that  razes  the  conven- 
tional conceptions  of  story  and  structure, 
interesting.  8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia 
St,  $5,824-3890. 

Live  at  Thrift  Town  - Andean  music 
by  Markuasi,  11AM  - 1PM,  Thrift  Town 
17th  and  Mission,  free. 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  24 

On  the  Eve  - Childrens  Christmas 
Mass  6PM,  Christmas  Caroling  11:30PM, 
Midnight  Mass  Midnight.  Mission 
Dolores  Basilica,  3321 16th  St,  Your  Soul, 
621-8203. 


MONDAY,  DECEMBER  25 

JC’s  Big  Day 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  27 

Ho  Down  - New  Years  Eve  Party  and 
Luncheon;  the  party  theme  is  Western 
featuring  live  entertainment  by  the  White 
Squadron  Band.  11AM,  St.  Francis 
Lutheran  Senior  Center,  152  Church  St, 
$2, 621-2635. 


SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  31 

Annual  New  Years  Concerts  - CMC 
Orchestra  and  Chorus,  Arlekin  Russian 
String  Quartet  perform  Beethoven’s 
Ninth  and  Mozart’s  Serenade  in  D Major 
K239.  10PM,  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  St,  Free,  647-6015. 

Modness  - Join  the  girls  of  Wannabe 
for  a spectacular,  unforgettable  New 
Years  Eve  celebration;  food,  champagne, 
party  favors,  dancing,  videos,  dress  in  your 
mottest  hod  style.  9PM,  Marilyn  Monroe 
Memorial  Theater,  96  Lafayette  St, 
$50couple/$30single-adv  only,  552-3034. 

Zap  in  the  New  Year  -Celebration  of 
the  New  Year  and  the  Zapatista  uprising. 
With  Tierra  Moreno  and  DJ.  Colectivo 

SsSO-'llM  ^ A 22Dd  S‘  > 1°pm’  $5 

ONGOING 

Pena  del  Sur,  located  at  2870A  22nd 
Street,  offers  a wide  variety  of  live  Latin 
American  music,  art  and  poetry  every 
Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  through 
December  17.  Call  550-1101 


THE  TOWER 
CINEMA 


2465  MISSION  ST.  (AT  21ST) 


EVERYBODY'S  FAVORITE  MOVIE  HOUSE 

Films  in  English  with  Spanish  subtitles 

1st  run  blockbuster  movies  walking 
distance  from  your  home! 


WITH 

ROBIN  WILLIAMS 

COMING  SOON 

RUMBLE  IN  THF, 
BRONX 

WITH  JACKIE  CHAN 

SUDDEN  DEATH 

WITH 

JEAN  CLAUDE  VAN  DAMME 


• ALL  NEW  SOUND  SYSTEM 

• Check  out  our  Thursday  night 
neighborhood  specials. 

DOORS  OPEN: 

WEEKDAYS  1:30  PM  • WEEKENDS  11:30  AM 
PHONE:  648-11  00 


$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 

a® 


3160  16th  street. 
415.861.259 


POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  <D  7:30. 


live  music  on  : 

Saturday  & Sunday  nights 


GATEWAY 

Virtues 


NATURAL  FOODS  & SPIRITS 

3101  - 24th  Street,  S.F.  • 282-91 55 

A mini-supermarket  serving  all 
of  the  Mission’s  diverse  life  styles! 


MILK 
$2.25/Gal 


VITASOY 
$ 1.59/liter 

original  light  8c 
original  vanilla 


ALL  ODWALLA 
JUICES 

always  available 


MERICAN  SPIRI 
Cigarettes 

always  $2. 50/pack 

A 

W 

FRESH  ORGANIC  PRODUCE 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 


MUSIC  FOR 
CONSUMPTION 

ow  is  the  time  for  all  good  citizens 
to  engage  in  conspicuous  consumption. 
Following  are  some  suggestions  for  musi- 
cal offerings  this  holiday  season: 

There  are  two  recent  musical  releases 
from  the  Afro-Cuban  religious  traditions 
of  santeria.  On  the  Smithsonian/Folkways 
label  is  a collection  called  Sacred  Rhythms 
of  Cuban  Santeria.  Extensive  liner  notes  in 
both  English  and  Spanish  detail  the  his- 
tory of  Yoruba  and  santeria  in  Cuba  and 
give  information  about  the  instruments, 
music,  and  rituals  associated  with  sacred 
music.  The  album  features  four  different 
recordings  of  "Orus,"  a cycle  of  songs  used 
to  call  the  deities,  from  groups  in  Matan- 
zas  and  Habana.  It  serves  as  a great  intro- 
duction to  those  who  don’t  know  about 
this  music  and  is  a necessary  resource  to 
those  who  do. 

Fundamento  Productions  has 
released  a superb  recording  of  santeria 
music  performed  by  Ilu  Ana,  a group  of 
master  musicians  from  Cuba.  Recorded 
in  Banff,  Canada  during  a Cuban  music 
workshop,  Sacred  Rhythms  could  serve  as 
a textbook  for  masterful  performance  of 
this  sacred  music. 

Brasil:  A Century  of  Song  is  a four-CD 
set  that  provides  a thorough  overview  of 
Brazilian  music.  The  four  discs  are  titled 
Folk  and  Traditional,  Camaval,  Bossa 
Nova  Era  and  MPB  (Musica  Popular 
Brasileira).  The  discs  are  available 
separately  or  as  a box  set.  The  box  set 
comes  with  a 48-page  booklet  featuring 


short  photographs  and  bios  of  each  group. 
All  of  Brazil’s  most  famous  musicians  are 
represented  here,  as  are  some  lesser 
known  artists.  This  is  a first-rate  collec- 
tion, particularly  the  Carnaval  CD. 

For  straight-ahead  high  energy  dance 
music,  you  can’t  go  wrong  with  Mose  Fan 
Fan’s  Somo  Somo  release,  Hello  Hello.  It 
features  Africa  soukous,  the  dance  music 
of  Congo/Zaire  that  is  characterized  by 
rapid,  tingly  guitar,  bubbling  bass,  and  a 
forceful  beat.  Guitarist  Fan  Fan  helped 
shape  the  legendary  Franco’s  guitar 
sound  in  the  early  ’70s  before  leaving  to 
form  his  own  group.  He  ended  up  in 
Kenya  with  a band  called  Orchestra 
Makassy,  which  released  a superb  album 
around  1980  on  Virgin  Records  U.K.  He 
then  relocated  to  London  and  formed 
Somo  Somo,  which  became  the  premiere 
African  dance  band  in  England,  releasing 
two  fme  LPs  in  the  mid-’80s.  More  recent- 
ly, he  assembled  a group  under  the  name 
of  Bana  O.K.,  which  put  out  a fme  CD  in 
1993.  He  was  still  living  in  England  at  the 
time,  and  called  on  some  of  his  Congolese 
friends  in  Paris  to  help  out  on  the  record- 
ing. 

The  all-star  line-up  in  Hello  Hello  in- 
cludes guitarist  Syr  an  Mbenza,  angelic 
singers  Nyboma  and  Youlou  Mabiala,  and 
the  all-powerful  drummer,  Komba.  Most 
of  the  vocals  are  in  Lingala  and  French, 
but  there  is  a priceless  moment  when  Fan 
Fan  sings  in  English,  "If  you  like  me  you 
can  pay  me  by  check.  Check,  check... 
Check,  check...  You  can  pay  me  by  check." 

Rai  is  a popular  style  of  music  that 
emerged  from  Algeria  in  the  ’80s,  went  on 
to  cause  great  sensation  in  the  Arab 
world,  and  made  inroads  to  Europe.  A 


5S3SS 

’Present  this  Ad  to  receive  special  price. 


Chiropractic  care  is  preventative  maintenance. 

It’s  an  internal,  natural,  approach  to  ensuring  that  your 
body  can  perform  at  its  best  without  harmful  drugs  or 
dietary  restrictions.  The  primary  focus  of  chiropractors  is 
alignment  of  the  spinal  column  and  restoration  of  healthy 
nerves  and  muscles  relating  to  the  spine.  And  it’s  the 
largest  drug-free  healing  profession  in  the  country. 


MISSION  DISTRICT  CHIROPRACTORS 

Health  Care  for  the  90  s 

2535  Mission  Street  • 415-826-1000 


combination  of  Western  dance  music  and 
Arabic  North  African  traditional  music 
sung  by  women  for  weddings  and  celebra- 
tions, rai  has  proved  a potent  social  force. 
Its  lyrics,  which  often  talk  of  physical  love 
and  partying,  tend  to  spark  controversy 
and  have  made  rai  musicians  and 
producers  targets  for  Muslim  fundamen- 
talists. Several  rai  musicians  have  been 
killed  already.  The  rai  scene  is  most  in- 
tense in  France,  where  there  is  a large 
immigrant  community.  Rai’s  reigning 
couple  is  Chaba  Fadela  and  Cheb 
Saraoui,  who  sing  beautifully  as  they  trade 
vocal  parts  and  harmonize.  Their  new 
album,  Walliy  is  now  out.  Produced  in  part 
by  Bill  Laswell,  it  includes  a large  horn 


section  and  heavier  rhythms. 

Local  singer/guitarist  Matt  Callahan, 
who  led  San  Francisco’s  fine  and  worldly 
band,  the  Looters,  has  a new  group  with  a 
CD  called  A Wild  Bouquet.  Let’s  call  this 
a fme  return  to  roots  rock  ’n’  soul.  The 
album  features  Pete  Scaturro’s  soulful 
organ  sounds,  Callahan’s  own  driving 
guitar  and,  most  notably,  his  world-weary 
vocals  that  sound  like  they’re  straight 
from  the  depths  of  his  soul.  From  "The 
cops  are  outside  busting  shopping  carts" 
to  "Show  me  a country  where  love  is  the 
currency,"  the  lyrics  are  particularly  ap- 
propriate to  the  Mission  district.  Check  it 
out  on  Komotion  Records. 


063-  65 ii- 


c/o 


cv; 


l 


CASA  VALENCIA 

Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 
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THERE  ARE  NO  RECOUNTS  IN  HELL 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 

y Fellow  San  Franciscans, 

Last  month,  when  I urged  you  to  go  to 
the  polls  and  write  me  in  as  EMPEROR 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO,  I did  so  with  the 
assumption  that  a clear  majority  of  you 
would  not  be  foolish  enough  to  thwart  the 
Dark  Powers  whom  I serve.  I fully 
believed  that  a healthy  respect,  on  your 
part,  for  those  transdunensional  entities 
of  Pure  Evil  would  propel  me  to  a position 
of  leadership  in  city  government,  and  I’d 
be  able  to  quit  my  lousy  job  at  the  law  firm 
where  I temp.  Imagine  my  surprise  and 
shock  on  learning  I was  wrong. 

Naturally,  my  first  impulse  on  seeing 
the  election  results  was  to  invoke  the 
Powers  of  Destruction  --  to  rain  upon  your 
foolish  heads  the  bloody  vengeance  I 
believed  you  had  earned.  Something 
stopped  me,  though...  Something  told  me 
to  analyze  the  situation  first,  and  when  I 
did,  I was  forced  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  you  are  not  entirely  to  blame. 
There  were  other  forces  at  work  that  I had 
failed  to  recognize,  other  entities  of  a 
malignancy  more  purely  and  unspeakably 
foul  than  those  that  guided  my  political 
destiny. 

First  of  all,  to  those  of  you  who  voted 
for  the  other  Frank,  the  High  Priest  of 
Matrix,  I am  willing  to  admit  that  your 
hearts  may  have  been  in  the  right  place. 
You  may,  in  your  pitiless  and  twisted  little 
souls  (enthralled  by  the  banality  of  evil 
and  the  Prince  of  Lies),  have  believed  you 
were  choosing  the  greater  of  two  evils  -- 
and  I am  willing  also  to  admit  that  you  may 
have  been  right. 

Y ou  may  have  taken  my  proposal  to  pit 
the  homeless  against  each  other  in 
gladiatorial  combat  in  a downtown 
Coliseum  built  with  slave  labor  to  have 
been  mere  bluster,  mere  political  bom- 
bast — just  another  politician’s  empty 
promise  — and  you  may  have  decided  that 
a Matrix  in  the  hand  was  worth  more  than 


a Caligula  in  the  bush. 

As  I said,  you  may  have  been  right. 
Had  my  proposals  gone  into  effect,  there 
might  have  been  a backlash  on  the  part  of 
those  who  have  not  yet  pledged  their  souls 
in  fealty  to  the  Throne  Of  Hell.  The 
blatant  nature  of  my  reign  of  terror  might 
have  even  caused  some  of  you  others,  you 
Slaves  of  Moloch,  to  question  your  al- 


legiance and  to  turn  aside  from  the  left- 
hand  path  in  a conscience-riddled  re-ex- 
amination of  your  political  values. 
Matrix,  on  the  other  hand,  in  its  cloak  of 
relatively  subtle  obfuscation,  its  appeal  to 
meanness  in  the  name  of  cleaner,  safer, 
nicer  streets,  may  indeed  be  a more  effec- 
tive tool  for  keeping  you  upon  the  straight 
and  narrow  path  to  absolute  and  eternal 
damnation. 

As  for  those  of  you  who  voted  Brown 
or  Achtenberg  — your  souls  may  not  be  as 
clean  as  Angels’,  but  rest  assured  never- 
theless that  your  transgression  against  the 


Spirit  and  Intent  of  Wickedness  has  been 
noted,  and  that,  even  if  Jordan  is  defeated 
in  the  runoff,  your  feeble  attempt  to  stem 
the  rising  tide  that  propels  the  juggernaut 
of  American  politics  toward  a regime  of 
unashamedly  naked  fascism  is  but  a mere 
drop  in  the  ocean,  and  will  not  prevail 
against  the  likes  of  Wilson,  Newt,  and 
Dole.  Your  names  have  been  recorded  in 


the  Book,  your  addresses  inscribed  in 
blood.  When  the  Time  comes,  you  will  be 
found  and  dealt  with  in  a manner  most 
fitting  to  your  crime. 

Another  set  of  Evil  Powers  that  may 
have  contributed  to  my  defeat  in  the  elec- 
tion might  perhaps  be  found  at  Pillsbury, 
Madison  & Sutro,  the  law  firm  where  I 
work.  This  law  firm  bills  their  clients 
$45.00  per  hour  for  my  time  and  labor.  It 
pays  my  temp  agency  something  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $12.00  or  $15.00.  After 
taxes,  I take  home  $7.00.  This  surely  be- 
speaks a coziness  with  the  Infernal  Plan 


that  may  even  surpass  my  own.  It  suggests 
a complicity  with  Him  Who  Rules  This 
World  And  Spreads  His  Nighted  Wings 
Over  It  Like  A Cloak  Of  Misery  And 
Darkness  that  I,  in  my  petty  individualism, 
my  Neroesque  depravity  and 
megalomania,  cannot  hope  to  match. 

It  may  be  that  the  firm,  on  learning  of 
my  political  ambitions,  sent  an  ambas- 
sador to  the  Head  Office  to  see  to  it  that 
my  damnation  in  the  bowels  of  the  Finan- 
cial Zone  would  not  be  revoked  — using 
the  legal  argument  that  the  gradual  whit- 
tling away  of  my  soul  and  spirit  at  PMS 
would  provide  more  savory  enjoyment  to 
the  slowly  grinding  jaws  of  Hell  than  a 
brief  blaze  of  absolute  power  corrupting 
absolutely. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  fact  remains  that 
I remain  at  PMS,  clicking  away  at  a plastic 
keyboard  8 hours  a day  in  a windowless 
cubicle  instead  of  playing  a fiddle  and 
enjoying  the  view  of  a nice  fire  from  a 
balcony  at  City  Hall. 

I could  be  bitter,  but  I’m  trying  not  to 
be.  It  isn’t  wise  to  second  guess  the 
strategies  of  Hell.  Besides,  as  Emperor  I 
might  have  been  too  busy  attending  ex- 
ecutions to  work  on  my  novel,  which  is 
now  coming  along  quite  nicely,  thank  you. 
And  to  show  that  there  are  no  hard  feel- 
ings, here  is  an  excerpt  from  that  work-in- 
progress, a free  sneak  preview  of  what 
may  well  be  hailed  as  the  greatest  novel 
ever  written: 

All  work  and  no  play  makes  Frank  a 
dull  boy.  All  work  and  no  play  makes 
Frank  a dull  boy.  All  work  and  no  play 
makes  Frank  a dull  boy.  All  work  and  no 
play  makes  Frank  a dull  boy.  All  work  and 
No  paly  makes  fran\\k  a dull  boooo.  All 
wo587g&  and  no  play  makes  Frank  a very 
dull  boy,.  All  work  and  no  play  makes 
Frank  a dull  boy.  All  work  and  no  play 
makes  Frank  a dull  boy.  All  work  and  no 
play... 


RAINBOW 

GROCERY 


I N CORPORA!  (D 


1899  MISSION  ST.  (AT15TH) 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 


OUTSTANDING 
SELECTION  OF 
ORGANICALLY 
GROWN  FRUITS 
AND 

VEGETABLES 

AT 

AFFORDABLE 

PRICES 


M900UNTS 
ON  MOST  CASE  OR 
BULK  ITEM  PURCHASES 

THE  STORE 

store  hours  mou^sat  9KK>  - 8:30 
sun.  1000-8:30 

phone  (415)863*0620 


MIKE’S 

2499  MISSION  ST. 


21ST 


IT’S  NOT  JUST  ANOTHER 
CORNER  STORE! 


GALLLERY  OF  THE  COSMOS 


Sign  of  Zodiac 

Have  you  ever  wondered  about  human 
behavior  in  terms  of  the  Zodiac? 

Most  astrologers  agree  that  the  As- 
cendant (the  Rising  Sun  on  the  eastern 
horizon  at  birth),  is  more  significant  than 
the  Sun  or  Moon  during  that  particular 
time  — especially  when  the  rising  sign  is 
the  same  as  that  of  the  Sun’s  position, 
when  a time  of  birth  is  unknown. 

The  possible  combinations  of  Sun, 
Moon,  and  Ascendants  are  as  numerous 
as  the  intricacies  of  a one’s  character  and 
personality  development. 

The  cusp,  or  line,  of  a first  house 


originates  with  Aries,  which  is  also  the 
focal  point  of  the  Ascendant.  Another 
way  of  looking  at  this  is  as  a planetary 
position  with  a degree  on  the  Ascendant 
at  birth. 

The  Ascendent  is  considered  to  be  as 
powerful,  if  not  more  powerful,  than  the 
Sun-Moon  positions  in  a person’s  horo- 
scope. It  serves  as  a strong  indicator  of  his 
or  her  basic  nature,  outlook,  conscious 
mind,  attitudes,  general  health,  vitality, 
head,  brain,  face,  and  individuality. 

The  first  house  represents  the  outer 
self,  and  how  others  may  perceive  us.  Fol- 
lowing are  example  Zodiac  signs  in  the 
First  Ascendent: 

1.  Airies-  Energetic,  aggressive,  blunt 

2.  Taurus-Strong,  attractive,  self-praise 

3. Gemini-High-strung,  great  adaptability 

4. Cancer-Sensitive,  moody,  receptive 

5. Leo- Vitality,  self-sufficient 

6.  Virgo-Restless,  touchy,  sensitive,  wor- 
riers 

7.  Libra-Mental  cooperation,  sound 
thinkers 

8.Scorpio-Secretive,  non-cooperative 
9.Sagittarius-Lawyers,  new  ideas, 
philosophical 

lO.Capricorn-Ambitious,  reserved  mind, 
calculating 

11  Aquarius-Scientific  bend,  sound  judg- 
ment 

12.Pisces-Broad-minded,  mysterious 
thoughts 
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425  South  Van  Ness  SanFrancisco,  Ca.  94103 
Ph.  (415)  487-9996  Fax  (415)  487-9997 


FRAMING  SHOP 


COME  BY  AND  VISIT  OUR  NEW 
LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 


CUSTOM  FRAMING  & GALLERY 

METAL  FRAME 
PACKAGE  DEAL 


COLORS:  Anodic,  Black,  Matt  Black,  Contrast  Gra 
Champagne,  Gold,  Frosted  Gold.  Silver,  Frosted 
Silver, White  and  Pewter 

INCLUDES:  Frame,  glass,  mount,  labc 
backing,  wire,  and  hooks. 

SIZE  PRICE 

14  x 18 29.99 

16x20 34.99 

18x24 39.99 

22  x 28 47.00 

24  x 30 49.99 

24  x 36 59.99 

30  x 40 69.99 

36  x 48 89.99 


934  VALENCIA  ST.,  AT  20TH  ST.,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  415-826-2321 
FREE  ADMISSION  TO  ALL  EVENTS 


*•★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★**** 


A MISOCAINI^ 

I AT  OUR  MEXICAN  GRILLS  I 

| ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER  ^ 
1 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF  2 


431-3351 
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EL  TORO 
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3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 
864-8840 
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